C®MPASS JOHN RAY

John Ray Times

Our Core Values: Hope, Perseverance, Trust, Courage, Respect, Responsibility

Monday 27" February 2023

Phone: 01376 324107 Email: jrcontact@compassps.uk  Website: www.johnray.compassps.uk

, @johnrayjuniors “ @changespjohnrayjuniors

For uniform orders visit: www.gooddies.co.uk

For information on Food Bank vouchers email: mkeegan@compassps.uk

For second hand uniform requests email: rcottee@compassps.uk

Breakfast club queries email: hwiltshire@compassps.uk
School dinner menus are on our website: W/C 20.02.23 Week 1, W/C 27.02.23 Week 2, 06.03.23 Week 3

World Book Day — Thursday 2" March

Just a reminder that World Book Day is celebrated on Thursday 2" March. In school, we will be hosting a variety
of activities for the children to share their love of reading. In year 3, the children will be joining a live lesson on
Friday 3™ march. In year 4, they are going to be turning either a wooden spoon or a potato into a character. In
year 5, they will be completing an activity called ‘Go Find a Book'. In year 6, they will be joining a live lesson on

Thursday 1% March and will be creating a Bookflix display based on their favourite books. Children are also invited
to dress up as their favourite book character and / or bring in a (safe) prop from home to represent a character

from a favourite book.

Don’t forget to spend your £1 book voucher!
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Mersea — Year 6 residential

Below is a reminder of the payment schedule for the year 6 residential trip to Mersea. Please note that the full
balance is due no later than Friday 10" March 2023. If you have not yet booked for your child to attend the
residential, you have up until Friday 3™ March 2023 to book them on and the full balance will be due. If you need
to discuss any outstanding payments, please call the school office to speak to Mrs Wiltshire.
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Payment Due Date Amount due
Friday 5™ September 2022 — Payment must be | £30 deposit
paid to secure your child’s place.

Friday 7*" October 2022 £29

Friday 11" November 2022 £25

Friday 67" January 2023 £25

Friday 10th February 2023 £29

Friday 10™ March 2023 E25

Total £175

Mobile phones

We recognise that for older children in Y5/6 mobile phones may have a part to play in securing pupils’ personal
safety before and after school, particularly on journeys to and from school. If you wish for your child to bring in a
mobile phone to school we ask that parents read our mobile phone protocol and, if you have not already done so,

complete a permission request form. This information is available in the parent section of the website.

Red Nose Day — Friday 17" March

To join in with Red Nose Day on Friday 17" March, children are able to wear non-uniform and / or wear a red
nose. The suggested contribution is £1.

Spring term learning conferences

Learning conferences are due to take place on Tuesday 21t and Thursday 23 March and can be booked using the
My Child At School (MCAS) app. Bookings will open at noon on Wednesday 1st March and will close at noon on
Friday 17" March. Children are also expected to attend the learning conference. Learning conference appointments
are available from 3:45 -7pm on Tuesday 21 March and 3:45 — 5:30pm on Thursday 23™ March.
If you have already attended a One Plan meeting or Annual Review for your child this term, you do not need to
attend learning conferences. If you are not sure, please email class teachers. 3P learning conferences are being
held this week.
Y5 maths workshops
We look forward to welcoming the Y5 parents into school from 3:30 — 4:00pm to take part in a maths workshop
this week. Please collect your child as normal and then re-enter the school through the main school office. Please
sign in at the classroom.
The sessions for 5C and 5T took place today. 5G and 5B will take place on Thursday 2" March.
Together Dental — Taking children through NHS
St Michaels House, Saint Michael’s Lane, Braintree, CM7 1EY
01376 321789
If you need to register your child with a dentist, Together Dental are now accepting children on the NHS. Please

call the number above to register your child.
French at JRJ

Please rehearse these sounds at home to increase your child’s knowledge of phonemes (smallest units of sound)
and letter strings using knowledge learnt from 'Phonics’ sections of our French lessons.
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SEND Roadshow
Parent/Carer SEND Roadshows run in each quadrant in Essex on a termly basis. These events are an opportunity
for families to drop-in (no booking is required) to speak to professionals from a range of organisations including
representatives from the SEND Quadrant Teams, Health and social care, as well as SENDIASS, Preparing for
Adulthood, the Youth Service and the Multi-Schools Council. We also have local charities/organisations
represented including Essex Family Forum and Families in Focus.

The events have grown this term and are running all day. They are taking place in collaboration with SENDIASS
who will be running bookable workshops for parents and carers to attend during the day should they wish.
Further information about these will be available via the Essex Local Offer Facebook page in the coming weeks.
Please see the dates below:

Mid Essex: Tuesday 14 March — The Hamptons, Great Baddow —9.30am-3pm
NE Essex: Tuesday 28 March — Colchester Stadium —9.30am-3pm
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Don’t forget we would love to hear about any children who have been awarded badges or certificates for activities
they do outside of school. Please email class teachers with your child’s achievements.

Well done to: Well done to:

Baris (6B), Riley (6A), Amir (3P), Spencer (3U) who Rachel (6CB) gymnastics medal.
were all awarded man of the match (football).

Emily (3U) who now has her Brownie Thinking Day
Maddison (6R), Freya (6CB), Fearne-Dolly (6E) and badge.

Bellina (5G) who were players of the match (football).
Teegan (5B) who is now a Brownie Sixer.

Stars of the Week
Each week, class teachers will choose a member of their class to be star of the week. Children who are chosen will
have their name added in this section of the newsletter.

3A: Issa 4A: Layla 5B: Tilly-Grace 6B: Lily-Mae
3B: Sophia 4C: Grace 5C: Casey 6CB: Troy
3P: Theo 4S: Alana 5G: George 6E: Amelia
3U: Jenson 4WY: Zach 5T: Hajra 6R: Chloe

PE Days

Children need to come into school on PE days in their PE kit. Children will need an outdoor PE kiti.e., black tracksuit
bottoms (or shorts in warmer weather), white T-shirt and a black fleece / tracksuit top. This half term there has
been a change to 6R, 6E and 6B’s PE day. Please see below.

3A, 3U, 3P Tuesday and Thursday

3B Tuesday and Wednesday

4S, 4C, 4A Monday and Wednesday

4wy Wednesday and Thursday
Year 5 Tuesday and Friday

6R, 6E, 6B Tuesday and Wednesday

6CB Wednesday and Thursday




Please remember that children must remove earrings to participate in PE lessons. Taping over earrings is not
permitted.

PE kit is black joggers / shorts and a black hoodie or sweatshirt with a white T shirt along with trainers.
We expect that children will either wear one of the black John Ray logo hoodies from our supplier or a plain black
hoodie/sweatshirt and plain black joggers on the two days a week that your child has PE.

CASHBACK WHEN SHOPPING ONLINE

The Friends of JRI and JRJ have created a cash back account through Easy Fundraising. This is a fantastic way to
raise much needed extra funds to support both schools.

The link below can be used for you to register:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/47hadn/

Once registered, for ease, you can download the app. Every time you shop from the app, across over 4000 online
retailers, our schools earn cash back. It’s free to join and includes top names like EBay, Argos, Iceland and John
Lewis. You can share this link with friends and family members too. A letter with more information can be found
on our website.

Safeguarding

Are you worried about a child?

As a school, we consider safeguarding to be a priority. We welcome parents and carers talking openly to us about
their concerns for the safeguarding of children and families. Remember, safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility. If you have any concerns about a child, you can contact one of our Designated Safeguarding Leads
via the school office. Please ask to speak to Karen Harrison, Rachel Cottee or Meriel Keegan and specify that you
have a safeguarding concern.

If you are worried about a child or young person, you can call the NSPCC helpline for support and advice for free
on 0808 800 5000. If a child is in immediate danger, you should call 999.

Children can call Childline at any time on 0800 1111

National Online Safety: What parents / carers need to know about Spotify

With around 60,000 songs added to its online library every day, Spotify is a vast treasure trove of audio dating from
some 19th century recordings through to giants of the download age like The Weeknd and Ed Sheeran. Factor
podcasts, audiobooks and videos into the mix, and the Swedish-based streaming platform quite literally offers
something for everyone.
Not everything in Spotify’s depths is universally suitable, however. The sheer mass of music and content on the
platform mean that, naturally, not all of it is intended for younger listeners. With an audio chat service available and
media reports of predatory activity, our #WakeUpWednesday guide highlights other aspects of Spotify which trusted
adults ought to be in the loop about.
In the guide you'll find tips on a number of potential risks such as age-inappropriate lyrics, an audio chat function
and recent reports of predatory activity.
The guide can be found at the bottom of the newsletter and also on the National Online safety website under
guides.

www.nationalonlinesafety.com
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CLASS TEACHERS’ EMAIL ADDRESSES
We understand that for many people email is a quick and efficient way of communicating and we are therefore
happy to provide class teachers’ email addresses. Although email is a quick and easy way for parents to
communicate with staff, matters that require urgent attention should be communicated via the school office. Staff
are not expected to respond to emails after 5pm, during weekends/holidays or when off work due to sickness. A

parental agreement relating to email communication with teachers is available from the school office.

Year 3
3A- jadams@compassps.uk

3B- bball@compassps.uk

3P- sphillips@compassps.uk

3U- ktoomey-underhill@compassps.uk

Year 4
4A- zahsan@compassps.uk

4C — mcheema@compassps.uk

4S- solney@compassps.uk

4WY-awilsonl@compassps.uk or
syoung@compassps.uk

Year5
5B- hbreeze@compassps.uk

5C - dcasey@compassps.uk

5G- ngibson@compassps.uk

5T- abear@compassps.uk

Year 6
6B- jbird@compassps.uk

6CB-hcollier-brown@compassps.uk

6E-cellis@compassps.uk

6R — rroberts@compassps.uk

Please contact class teacher in the first instance to resolve any issues. Should you feel you need to escalate the

issue, please contact:

Miss Cottee (Assistant Head) if your child is in Y5 or Y6 — rcottee @compassps.uk
Mrs Breen (Assistant Head) if your child is in Y3 or Y4 — kbreen@compassps.uk

RECENT LETTERS — ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE
All communication will be sent through Bromcom. Please ensure that you have given us a current email address.

Issues with Bromcom communication should be emailed to jrcontact@compassps.uk

24.02.23 Braintree Museum trip — Year 4
27.02.23 NEU strike action

27.02.23 Spring term learning conferences

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (new dates added in red)

Spring Term
02.03.23 3:30-4:00 5G & 5B parents invited into class
for a maths workshop.
02.03.23 World Book Day (Dress as a book character
or bring in a prop from a book)
17.03.23 Red Nose Day (Children can wear a red nose
and / or non-uniform in exchange for a donation)
21.03.23 Learning conferences (3:45-7pm) for children
not on SEN register
23.03.23 Learning conferences (3:45-5:30pm) for
children not on SEN register
27.03.23 3:30-4:00 Y4 parents invited into school for
an art gallery
27.03.23 Last week for clubs (note change of date)
28.03.23 3:30-4:00 5G & 5C parents invited into class
for music performance
30.03.23 Y5 and Y6 to walk to St Michael’s church for
Easter service. (This is a pupil and staff only service &
will take place during the school day- children should

Summer Term
17.04.23 Start of term for children
20.04.23 Y5 Introduction to Islam: visitor to school.
Approx cost £9.60 per child (more details to follow)
21.04.23 Y5 Introduction to Islam: visitor to school.
Approx cost £9.60 per child (more details to follow)
24.04.23 After school clubs start
08.05.23 Bank holiday
08.05.23 SATS week (Y6 only- Tues: English grammar,
punctuation and spelling, Wed: reading, Thurs: maths
papers 1 and 2, Fri: maths paper 3
09.05.23 & 11.05.23 One Plan meetings for children on
SEN register
29.05.23 Half term
05.06.23 Non-pupil day
05.06.23 Multiplication check starts for 3 weeks (Y4 only)
06.06.23 Children return to school
14.06.23-16.06.23 Mersea residential (Y6 only)
23.06.23 Summer Fete after school
03.07.23 3:30-4:00 Y6 parents invited into class for a
geography afternoon
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come to school in trainers / suitable shoes for
walking)

30.03.23 3:30-4:00 5T & 5B parents invited into class
for music performance

30.03.22 Y3 and Y4 Orientation day (This takes place
outside and on our school site as part of the
geography curriculum. Children will need trainers and
a warm / waterproof coat-approx cost £1.50 per pupil)
31.03.22 Y5 and Y6 Orientation day (This takes place
outside and on our school site as part of the
geography curriculum. Children will need trainers and
a warm / waterproof coat-approx cost £1.50 per pupil)
31.03.23 Last day of term

10.07.23 Last week for clubs

11.07.23 Annual reports sent out

13.07.23 Children to spend time with their new teacher
13.07.23 Open afternoon drop in for current parents
from 2:30-4pm

18.07.23 Sports day and parent picnic (parents invited
from 11:45)

19.07.23 6CB and 6R Y6 production to parents 1:30 and
4:30

20.07.23 6E and 6B Y6 production to parents 1:30 and
4:30

21.07.23 Last day of term




At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted aduts with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many apps which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonfinesatety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.

| What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

SPOTIEFY

Spotify is a digital music, podcast and video service which gives users access to millions of songs and
other content from creators all over.the world. Since launching in 2008, Spotify has revolutionised the
way music is listened to: it now offers the ability,to manage and share more than 100 million tracks
and five million podcast series, plus personalised recommendations, new release updates and
the option to create collaborative playlists. As of February, 2023, it is the world’s most
popular, audio streaming subscription'service with 489 million users globally.
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SWAP TO SPOTIFY KIDS

If you're concerned about what your child might hear while streaming
music, Spotify Kids is a separate, ad-free service specifically designed

for chlldnn aged 12 and under. It aliows younger users to enjoy
human-curated, child-friendly content such as music and oudiobooks} and
is available to users with a Spotify imily subscription - meaning
that parents can view and mcnogo ccntont their chiid listens to.

C!:NSORPAPUCTI'CONTENT

Regardiess of what type of account your child u to access Spotify,
there is an option to turn off e Epllcit content in the umnFs greying
out all songs marked with an * If your child has their own
individual account, it's easier for them to turn it back o s wi
a family plan, you're in control and your child can't alter the setting
without knowing the password.

Meet Our Expert

Carly Page is an experienced technology journalist with o
track record of more than 10 yea the industry. Previously
the editor of tech tabloid The Inquirer, Carly is nowa
freelance technology journalist, editor and consultant.

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com

' @natonlinesafety
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 22.02.2023
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Are you interested in teaching?
Come along to one of our upcoming events to

find out more.

Virtual:

Tuesday 14" February 10am
Tuesday 28" February 7pm
Monday 20" March 7pm

v ! Please email clairew@essexprimaryscitt.co.uk
4 to book on the zoom session

Tuesday 7% February 5pm
Wednesday 22"¢ February 5pm
Monday 13" March spm
Wednesday 29" March spm
Please email @) primaryscitt
to book on to a zoom session

We are a well-regarded established teacher-training provider with a long record of training
excellent primary and early year's teachers. We were very proud to have recently been
graded as ‘Outstanding’ in all areas by Ofsted for our School Centred Initial Teacher Training
(SCITT) Primary Programme (November 2017), and as ‘Good’ for Early Years Initial Teacher

Training (EYITT) programme (June 2018).

K

Ofsted

Outstanding
Provider




BRAINTREE JUNIOR

RUGBY CLUB

AGE 4 TO 18
WANT TO :
*LEARN A NEW SKILL
*MAKE NEW FRIENDS
*GET FITTER
ALL WHILST HAVING
FUN?

SESSIONS ARE WEDNESDAY
& SUNDAY.
COACHES, ADMINS

ALL
AND FIRST AIDERS ARE
FULLY DBS CHECKED

GET IN CONTACT FOR A FREE TRIAL
X<

BRAINTREEJUNIORRUGBYCLUB
ROBESWOOD, BECKERS GREEN ROAD, BRAINTREE, ESSEX CM7 3PR
TEAMWORK RESPECT ENJOYMENT DISCIPLINE SPORTSMANSHIP

CIG 2022 Football Club

Soccability

Come along and
train, learn basic
skills and enjoy
being part of a team.
Under 12/16 teams
for children with
special educational
needs or disabilities.

- For under 16 year olds

« Learn the basic skills in a fun,
pressure-free environment

ler groups ving more
time with the ball at their feet!
« Friendly matches and
tournaments throughout
the season

+ Members only

4.45pm - 5.45pm
Braintree Hockey Club
The Four Releet, Church St

/ \\ McDonald’s B

Braintree CM7 5LJ
m ) Join up via our online booking system at
or call




