
  

John Ray Times 
Our Core Values:   Hope, Perseverance, Trust, Courage, Respect, Responsibility  

5th February 2024  

Phone: 01376 324107     Email:  jrcontact@compassps.uk     Website: www.johnray.compassps.uk  

          @johnrayjuniors            @ facebook.com/johnraycompassps  

For uniform orders visit: www.gooddies.co.uk  

For information on Food Bank vouchers email: mkeegan@compassps.uk  

For second hand uniform requests email: rcottee@compassps.uk  

Breakfast club queries email: hwiltshire@compassps.uk  

School dinner menus are on our website: W/C 12.02.24 Week 1. 

Returning after half term: 26.02.24 Week 1, 04.03.24 Week 2 , 11.03.24 Week 3. 

  

Zones of 

Regulation  

  

School Attendance Difficulties  

  

 

Supporting 

Anxiety  

  

My Happy Mind Parent App 

To access these materials just go to https://myhappymind.org/parent-resources and enter your 

name, email and authentication code emailed to you in the letter sent on 22.09.23.  
Spotlight on learning 

Y3 

The children in Y3 have enjoyed learning about nutrition and food labels in science and have been 

learning about the traffic light system used in food labelling.  The teachers are really proud of the 

way the children are redrafting their writing too.  It was also lovely to hear the fantastic compliments 

that members of the public gave to the Y3 children at the British museum.  They were so impressed 

with their brilliant behaviour and fabulous manners.   

Y4 

The children in Y4 have been linking their knowledge of nutrition to learn about teeth.  In English, they 

have been writing character descriptions and we have been impressed with the way the children 

have used adventurous vocabulary for effect.    

Y5 

Y5 are enjoying learning about the kings and queens of Britain and many have been busy carrying 

out their own research.  They are keen to know which monarch they will be learning about next.   

Y6 

Y6 are busy working towards creating a piece of street art using stencils.  Many of the children have 

chosen to create messages linked to the work we have been doing on No Outsiders and My Happy 

Mind. 

 

Today, we had a number of contractors working in our school as part of the work to improve the 

school building.  At the end of the day, it was great to hear from the supervisor that he had not been 

in a school for a long time where the children were so polite, well mannered and friendly.  Well done 

John Ray! 

Y3 Parent drop in 

Parents of Y3 children and invited into school at 2:30 to read the children’s recounts on 15th February.  

We look forward to seeing you.  
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Cross country 

 
Well done to all the children who took part in the cross country event at Tabor last week. A group of 

children from every year group represented JRJ on a very cold January day.  Everyone worked 

extremely hard in slippery conditions.  A special well done to Akaysa 3P (1st) and Freddie 4TR (3rd) 

who will automatically go through to the next round. 

Girls’ Football 

The girls’ football team played an excellent home match against White Notley. With a final score of 

3-2 and goals from Nancie W and Jeanne. Well done girls - a super effort! 

 
 

Mobile phones 

Children can bring in a mobile phone if they walk to and from school alone. Before bringing in a 

phone for the first time, parents should complete a permission form that is signed by Miss Harrison. 

Phones are collected by the class teacher and put away. If there is misuse of any phone during 

school time then permission to have it in school may be taken away. Forms can be collected from 

the school office. 

Dinner money arrears 

Please note that parents should ensure that there is sufficient credit on their Bromcom account to 

cover any dinners ordered.   The Trust reserves the right to begin legal proceedings to recover debt 

including dinner money arrears   Our debt recovery policy can be found on our website. Please 

contact the school office if you believe your child may be entitled to free school meals. 

 

Breaktime snacks 

Junior schools do not receive funding for fruit and vegetable snacks for children. However, children 

can bring in fruit, vegetables or a cereal bar as a breaktime snack.  Other foods should only be in 

lunch boxes for consumption at lunchtime. We usually have fruit, raisins, dried apricots and banana 

chips for sale from our tuck shop at a cost of 30p per item. 

 

 

 

https://www.compassps.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=34&type=pdf


Pharmacy First 

 
 

 

Autism Central Support 

Autism Central - Support Provided by Families/Carers for Families/Carers Autism Central offers 

information, group online sessions and 1:1 support via telephone or Teams. A diagnosis is not needed 

to access this free service. Upcoming events include: 

· Thursday 8 February 2024 - Supporting Sleeping 

· Thursday 15 February 2024 - Holiday Survival 

Click this link to get further information: Autism Central for Parents and Carers | Autism Central 

Local SEND support 

There is a page within the Compass Partnership of School website which directs parents and carers 

to local support. 

 

The Compass Partnership - Inclusion (compassps.uk) 

 

 

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS  

Don’t forget we would love to hear about any children who have been awarded badges or 

certificates for activities they do outside of school.  Please email class teachers with your child’s 

achievements.  

https://www.autismcentral.org.uk/
https://www.compassps.uk/page/?title=Inclusion&pid=8


 

Well done to:  

Albie in 4TR got player of the match for football 

last week. He showed his trophy to the class 

and spoke about the reasons why he was 

awarded it.  

Albie 5B and Tae 6E shared their certificates for 

representing JRJ at Cross Country this week.   

 

Layla 5C was pleased to share that she is now a 

Sixer at Brownies and Quinn and Sophie shared 

their Networking Brownie badge. 

 

Alex in 4CB wore the captain’s armband this 

week at football. 

 

Well done to Tamara in 6R who went out of her 

way after school to help a younger pupil.   

 

 

 

  

Well done to:  

Bellina in 6R who has been awarded the 

Jack Petchey award for being recognised 

as an outstanding achiever.  Bellina was 

chosen for being an excellent football 

captain.   

 
Victoria and Mya in year 3 won an award for 

their solo dancing this week.  

Logan 3U, Ellis 6B, Jan 4O and Alfie 6B 

achieved Man of the Match this week. 

Merdan 3U received a medal for playing 

football. 

 

Stars of the Week  

Each week, class teachers will choose a member of their class to be star of the week.  Children who 

are chosen will have their name added in this section of the newsletter.   

3A: Callum 4CB: Simon 5A: Riley 6B: Millie 

3B: Whole class 4O: Scarlett 5B: Bobby 6E: Xavier 

3P: Harper 4W: Sophia 5C: Amy 6R: Jack, Olympia 

3U: Logan 4TR: Jenson 5G: Kaidan, Evie 
 

 

PE Days  

Children need to come into school on PE days in their PE kit.  Children will need an outdoor PE kit i.e., 

black tracksuit bottoms (or shorts in warmer weather), white T-shirt and a black fleece / tracksuit top.    

3A, 3P Tuesday and Thursday   

3B Monday and Tuesday 

3U Tuesday and Friday 

4O, 4W Monday and Wednesday  

4WM Wednesday and Friday 

4CB Tuesday and Wednesday 

5A and 5C Tuesday and Thursday 

5B and 5G Tuesday and Wednesday 

6B Wednesday and Friday 

6E Monday and Wednesday 

6R 
Tuesday and Wednesday 

 

 Please remember that children must remove earrings to participate in PE lessons.  Taping over 

earrings is not permitted.   

PE kit is black joggers / shorts and a black hoodie or sweatshirt with a white T shirt along with 

trainers.  



We expect that children will either wear one of the black John Ray logo hoodies from our supplier or 

a plain black hoodie/sweatshirt and plain black joggers on the two days a week that your child has 

PE.  

CASHBACK WHEN SHOPPING ONLINE  

The Friends of JRI and JRJ have created a cash back account through Easy Fundraising.  This is a 

fantastic way to raise much needed extra funds to support both schools.    

The link below can be used for you to register:  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/47ha4n/  

 Once registered, for ease, you can download the app. Every time you shop from the app, across 

over 4000 online retailers, our schools earn cash back. It’s free to join and includes top names like 

EBay, Argos, Iceland and John Lewis. You can share this link with friends and family members too.  A 

letter with more information can be found on our website.  

 

      Safeguarding  

Are you worried about a child?   

As a school, we consider safeguarding to be a priority. We welcome parents and carers talking 

openly to us about their concerns for the safeguarding of children and families. Remember, 

safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you have any concerns about a child, you can contact 

one of our Designated Safeguarding Leads via the school office. Please ask to speak to Karen 

Harrison, Rachel Cottee or Meriel Keegan and specify that you have a safeguarding concern.   

If you are worried about a child or young person, you can call the NSPCC helpline for support and 

advice for free on 0808 800 5000. If a child is in immediate danger, you should call 999.   

Children can call Childline at any time on 0800 1111  

  

National Online Safety: Persuasive Design 

Apps and sites are all competing for our attention. Over the years, numerous strategies have been 

developed which are intended to influence users’ behaviour – making us more likely to remain on a 

site, game or platform for longer periods of time. These techniques are known as ‘persuasive design’ 

and can have a particularly profound effect on children and young people. 

 

The guide can be found at the bottom of the newsletter and also on the National Online safety 

website under guides.     

www.nationalonlinesafety.com  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/47ha4n/
http://johnray.changesp.org/sites/default/files/attachments/Easyfundraising.pdf
tel:0808%20800%205000
http://www.childline.org.uk/
tel:08001111
http://www.nationalonlinesafety.com/


CLASS TEACHERS’ EMAIL ADDRESSES 

We understand that for many people email is a quick and efficient way of communicating and we 

are therefore happy to provide class teachers’ email addresses. Although email is a quick and easy 

way for parents to communicate with staff, matters that require urgent attention should be 

communicated via the school office. Staff are not expected to respond to emails after 5pm, during 

weekends/holidays or when off work due to sickness.  A parental agreement relating to email 

communication with teachers is available from the school office or on our website under the 

communication tab.    

Year 3  

3A- cwaspe1@compassps.uk 

3B-  bball@compassps.uk  

3P-  sphillips@compassps.uk  

3U- ktoomey-underhill@compassps.uk  

Year 4  

4W- zwatson@compassps.uk 

4CB - hcollier-brown@compassps.uk  

4O – kbrighton@compassps.uk, 

kbreen@compassps.uk 

4TR - tbeeson@compassps.uk, 

rcottee@compassps.uk 

Year 5   

5B- hbreeze@compassps.uk  

5C - dcasey@compassps.uk       

5G-  ngibson@compassps.uk  

5A-   abear@compassps.uk   

Year 6  

6B- jbird@compassps.uk  

6E-cellis@compassps.uk  

6R – rroberts@compassps.uk  

 Please contact class teachers in the first instance to resolve any issues.  Should you feel you need to 

escalate the issue, please contact:   

Miss Cottee (Assistant Head) if your child is in Y5 or Y6 – rcottee@compassps.uk  

Mrs Breen (Assistant Head) if your child is in Y3 or Y4 – kbreen@compassps.uk   

RECENT LETTERS – ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE  

All communication will be sent through Bromcom.  Please ensure that you have given us a current 

email address.  Issues with Bromcom communication should be emailed to jrcontact@compassps.uk  

04.01.24 teaching arrangements for 5C (5C only) 

10.01.24 One Plan arrangements for 5C only 

10.01.24 One Plan booking letter 

19.01.24 - Measles advice (All) 

22.01.24 - Wraparound Care Survey (All)  
Dates for the academic year 2023-2024 (new dates added in red)  

Please find below the list of dates for next academic year.  Term dates 2023-4 are on our website.    

Spring Term 

 

5.02.24 Children’s mental health week  

5.2.24 5G and 5B Maths workshop for parents 

2.30pm 

6.2.24 5A and 5C Maths workshop for parents 

2.30pm 

08.02.24 In class photos (All children should come 

to school in school uniform and bring PE kits in a 

separate bag if it is a PE day)  

13.02.24 Safer Internet Day 

15.02.24 Y3 parents invited to school to read 

children's work 2:30pm 

19.02.24 Half term  

26.02.24 Children return to school  

 

07.03.24 World book day (Dress as a book 

character or bring in a prop from a book)  

11.03.24 Science week 

11.03.24 - 8.45am - 9.30am - Pastoral Support 

Morning 

Summer Term 

15.04.24 Start of term for children  

22.04.24 After school clubs start  

23.04.24 Year 6 maths workshop for parents 

3.30pm 

25.04.24 & 30.04.24 One Plan meetings for children 

on SEN register 

25.04.24 West Stow trip for Y4 (approx cost £20.50) 

29.04.24 - 8.45am - 9.30am - Pastoral Support 

Morning   

 

13.05.24 SATS week (Y6 only)  

20.05.24 Year 6 Mersea residential meeting 5pm 

21.05.24 Year 3 plants workshop for parents 

3.30pm 

23.05.24 Sports day and parent picnic (parents 

invited from 11:45)  

27.05.24 Half term  

 

03.06.24 Non-pupil day  

03.06.24 Multiplication check starts for 3 weeks (Y4 

only)  
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15.03.24 Sports Relief (Children can wear 

sportswear or non-uniform in exchange for a 

donation)  

18.03.24 Last week for clubs  

19.03.24 Learning conferences (3:45-7pm) for 

children not on SEN register  

21.03.24 Learning conferences (3:45-5:30pm) for 

children not on SEN register  

28.03.24 Y5 and Y6 to walk to St Michael’s church 

for Easter service. (This is a pupil and staff only 

service & will take place during the school day- 

children should come to school in trainers / 

suitable shoes for walking)  

28.03.24 Last day of term  

 

04.06.24 Children return to school 

06.06.24 Reserve Sports day in case of poor 

weather 

12.06.24-14.06.24 Mersea residential (Y6 only)  

17.6.24 5G and 5B Science workshop for parents 

3.30pm 

17.06.23 Y4 history workshop from 3:30pm 

18.6.24 5A and 5C Science workshop for parents 

3.30pm 

27.06.24 Class photos (children who have PE on 

this day should come into school in school uniform 

and bring PE kits in a separate bag) 

 

01.07.24 - 8.45am - 9.30am - Pastoral Support 

Morning 

01.07.24 Last week for clubs  

10.07.24 Annual reports sent out  

11.07.24 Children to spend time with their new 

teacher   

11.07.24 Open afternoon drop in for current 

parents from 2:30 – 4pm   

16.07.24 Y6 production to parents 1:30 and 

4:30pm 

23.07.24 Last day of term  

 

 



  

 

 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 


