
  

John Ray Times 
Our Core Values:   Hope, Perseverance, Trust, Courage, Respect, Responsibility  

15th April 2024  

Phone: 01376 324107     Email:  jrcontact@compassps.uk     Website: www.johnray.compassps.uk  

          @johnrayjuniors            @ facebook.com/johnraycompassps  

For uniform orders visit: www.gooddies.co.uk  

For information on Food Bank vouchers email: mkeegan@compassps.uk  

For second hand uniform requests email: rcottee@compassps.uk  

Breakfast club queries email: hwiltshire@compassps.uk  

School dinner menus are on our website: 15.04.2024 Week 1, 22/04/24 Week 2, 29/04/24 Week 3    

  

Zones of Regulation  

  

School Attendance Difficulties  

  

 

Supporting Anxiety  

  

My Happy Mind Parent App 

To access these materials just go to https://myhappymind.org/parent-resources and enter your name, 

email and authentication code emailed to you in the letter sent on 22.09.23.  
 

25th April – Wear something orange 

 

On the 25th April, both John Ray Infants and Junior Schools will be holding a ‘wear something orange’ 

day to raise money for the MND Association. After being inspired by Kevin Sinfield and Rob Burrows, Mrs 

Christian is aiming to complete the Rob Burrows Leeds Marathon on the 12th May with her Mum. The 

money raised will go to the Motor Neurone Disease Association – you can read more about their 

incredible work on their website (mndassociation.org) along with some additional information about Kev 

and Rob’s incredible friendship and fundraising after last year's event. Any donation will be grateful 

received and can be handed to class teachers during registration. 

This is the same date as Y4’s West Stow trip however they are still welcome to take part. 

MND Association | Fighting motor neurone disease 

Kevin Sinfield carries Rob Burrow over Leeds marathon finish - BBC News. 

 

Y5 Road safety walks 

Y5 children will be taking part in road safety walks in the local area this week run by Essex County 

Council. 5A and 5C will have their session on Wed 17th April and 5B and 5G on Wed 24th April.  Please 

ensure that children have a coat and sensible shoes for walking.   

 

Parent / Carer survey 2024 

If you attended learning conferences last term, you would have been asked to complete our parent 

survey.  If you have not yet completed a survey please provide feedback by scanning the QR code 

below or clicking this link: JRJ Parental survey 2024 

The survey will close on Friday 19th April.  
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SATS and Mersea meeting for Y6 

We will holding a meeting for all Y6 parents on Monday 22nd April at 5pm in our school hall to provide 

information for parents on the upcoming SATs and also the residential at Mersea.  Please wait at the front 

of the school to enter by the white hall doors.  As well as receiving information, there will be an 

opportunity for parents to ask questions.  A copy of the information will be sent home to all Y6 parents 

following the meeting.   

The meeting planned for the 20th May has been cancelled.   

 

Football – girls' football 25.03.24 

On Monday, the girls played a competitive game against Rayne Primary school. The final score was a 

close 3-4 to Rayne. Our player of the match this week was our incredible goal keeper Krystal. Well done 

girls on a great team effort. Thank you to Miss Ball who arranges and attends all these fixtures.  

 
 

SEND Roadshow 

 

The Spring Essex Local Offer Roadshows have just taken place. Thank you to the 368 families 

who joined us. The next round of roadshows will take place in June and July at the following 

venues:  

• West Essex: 26th June – The Old School House, Takeley  

• Mid Essex: 27th June – The Queens Hall, Halstead  

• North East Essex: 2nd July – The Prince’s Theatre, Clacton  

• South Essex: 4th July – Small Gains Hall, Canvey Island  

No diagnosis is needed to get support at a roadshow.   

Keep an eye on the Essex Local Offer Website for Roadshow updates.   
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS  

Don’t forget we would love to hear about any children who have been awarded badges or certificates 

for activities they do outside of school.  Please email class teachers with your child’s achievements.  

 

Well done to: 

Darcey in 3P who is this year's Braintree Carnival 

Princess.  Darcey will be representing Braintree at 

many carnivals/fetes and presenting awards 

across Essex. 

 
Jasper in 5B has been chosen to represent 

England under 13s in karate!  

Well done to:  

Quinn in 4W who was student of the week in Kung 

Fu. 

Maddisen in 6R who won 3 gymnastics medals and 2 

trophies! 

Dominic in 4TR has moved to dark blue hats in 

swimming.  

Alfie i 5A has achieved his 25m swimming badge.  

Tyler(5G), Ayan (5B), Jenson (4TR), Joe (4TR), Jasper 

(5B), Logan (3U), Vinnie (3A, Sidney (3B), Summer 

(3A) were all players of the match in football.   

Caitlin in 5G has won 2 karate medals.  

Rex in 3B and Jake in 5C have received football 

camp medals.  

Chloe in 3B has received an aerial adventure 

certificate. 

Faran (5B), Blake (5C), Zachary (5B) and Jake H (5G) 

are all through to the semi-finals in football.   

 

Stars of the Week  

Each week, class teachers will choose a member of their class to be star of the week.  Children who are 

chosen will have their name added in this section of the newsletter.   

3A:  4CB: Megan 5A:  6B:  

3B: Ruby 4O: Sammas 5B: Lucy 6E: Ashlin 

3P:  4W: Issac 5C: The whole class 6R:  

3U:  4TR: Freddie 5G:  
 

 

PE Days  

Children need to come into school on PE days in their PE kit.  Children will need an outdoor PE kit i.e., black 

tracksuit bottoms (or shorts in warmer weather), white T-shirt and a black fleece / tracksuit top.    

3A, 3P Tuesday and Thursday   

3B Monday and Tuesday 

3U Tuesday and Friday 

4O, 4W Monday and Wednesday  

4WM Wednesday and Friday 

4CB Tuesday and Wednesday 

5A and 5C Tuesday and Thursday 

5B and 5G Tuesday and Wednesday 

6B Wednesday and Friday 

6E Monday and Wednesday 

6R 
Tuesday and Wednesday 

 

 Please remember that children must remove earrings to participate in PE lessons.  Taping over earrings is 

not permitted.   

PE kit is black joggers / shorts and a black hoodie or sweatshirt with a white T shirt along with trainers.  

We expect that children will either wear one of the black John Ray logo hoodies from our supplier or a 

plain black hoodie/sweatshirt and plain black joggers on the two days a week that your child has PE.  



CASHBACK WHEN SHOPPING ONLINE  

The Friends of JRI and JRJ have created a cash back account through Easy Fundraising.  This is a 

fantastic way to raise much needed extra funds to support both schools.    

The link below can be used for you to register:  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/47ha4n/  

 Once registered, for ease, you can download the app. Every time you shop from the app, across over 

4000 online retailers, our schools earn cash back. It’s free to join and includes top names like EBay, Argos, 

Iceland and John Lewis. You can share this link with friends and family members too.  A letter with more 

information can be found on our website.  

 

      Safeguarding  

Are you worried about a child?   

As a school, we consider safeguarding to be a priority. We welcome parents and carers talking openly 

to us about their concerns for the safeguarding of children and families. Remember, safeguarding is 

everyone’s responsibility. If you have any concerns about a child, you can contact one of our 

Designated Safeguarding Leads via the school office. Please ask to speak to Karen Harrison, Rachel 

Cottee or Meriel Keegan and specify that you have a safeguarding concern.   

If you are worried about a child or young person, you can call the NSPCC helpline for support and 

advice for free on 0808 800 5000. If a child is in immediate danger, you should call 999.   

Children can call Childline at any time on 0800 1111  

  

National Online Safety: Clickbait 

While scrolling online, you’ll almost inevitably have come across posts or links with headlines like “You 

Won’t Believe These 10 Crazy Facts about …”. Such lurid language – and the often-dubious nature of the 

content it promotes – has become something of a running joke on the internet. Yet while these articles 

are often laughed at by communities online, they can have an insidious side.  

Clickbait, as it’s known, can frequently function as part of a trap: intended to draw users in for the sake 

of advertising revenue or, in worse cases, masking an attempting to collect their personal information. 

This #WakeUpWednesday guide explores the various risks of clickbait and offers some top tips for 

evading the pitfalls of this controversial marketing technique. 

The guide can be found at the bottom of the newsletter and also on the National Online safety website 

under guides.       

www.nationalonlinesafety.com  
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CLASS TEACHERS’ EMAIL ADDRESSES 

We understand that for many people email is a quick and efficient way of communicating and we are 

therefore happy to provide class teachers’ email addresses. Although email is a quick and easy way for 

parents to communicate with staff, matters that require urgent attention should be communicated via the 

school office. Staff are not expected to respond to emails after 5pm, during weekends/holidays or when 

off work due to sickness.  A parental agreement relating to email communication with teachers is available 

from the school office or on our website under the communication tab.    

Year 3  

3A- cwaspe1@compassps.uk 

3B-  bball@compassps.uk  

3P-  sphillips@compassps.uk  

3U- ktoomey-underhill@compassps.uk  

Year 4  

4W- zwatson@compassps.uk 

4CB - hcollier-brown@compassps.uk  

4O – kbrighton@compassps.uk, kbreen@compassps.uk 

4TR - tbeeson@compassps.uk, rcottee@compassps.uk 

Year 5   

5B- hbreeze@compassps.uk  

5C - dcasey@compassps.uk       

5G-  ngibson@compassps.uk  

5A-   abear@compassps.uk   

Year 6  

6B- jbird@compassps.uk  

6E-cellis@compassps.uk  

6R – rroberts@compassps.uk  

 Please contact class teachers in the first instance to resolve any issues.  Should you feel you need to 

escalate the issue, please contact:   

Miss Cottee (Assistant Head) if your child is in Y5 or Y6 – rcottee@compassps.uk  

Mrs Breen (Assistant Head) if your child is in Y3 or Y4 – kbreen@compassps.uk   

RECENT LETTERS – ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE  

All communication will be sent through Bromcom.  Please ensure that you have given us a current email 

address.  Issues with Bromcom communication should be emailed to jrcontact@compassps.uk  

19.01.24 - Measles advice (All) 

22.01.24 - Wraparound Care Survey (All) 

06.02.24 - KEGS open days (Y5 Boys) 

01.03.24- Secondary school allocations (Y6 only)  
Dates for the academic year 2023-2024 (new dates added in red)  

Please find below the list of dates for next academic year.  Term dates 2023-4 are on our website.    

Summer Term 

15.04.24 Start of term for children 

17.04.24 5A and 5C road safety walks (please ensure children have appropriate footwear and a coat) 

22.04.24 SATs and Mersea meeting (Y6 only)   

 22.04.24 After school clubs start  

23.04.24 5G and 5B  road safety walks (please ensure children have appropriate footwear and a coat) 

23.04.24 Year 6 maths workshop for parents 3.30pm 

25.04.24 & 30.04.24 One Plan meetings for children on SEN register 

25.04.24 West Stow trip for Y4 (approx cost £20.50) 

29.04.24 - 8.45am - 9.30am - Pastoral Support Morning   

 

13.05.24 SATS week (Y6 only)  

20.05.24 Year 6 Mersea residential meeting 5pm CANCELLED 

21.05.24 Year 3 plants workshop for parents 3.30pm 

23.05.24 Sports day and parent picnic (parents invited from 11:45)  

27.05.24 Half term  

 

03.06.24 Non-pupil day  

03.06.24 Multiplication check starts for 3 weeks (Y4 only)  

04.06.24 Children return to school 

06.06.24 Reserve Sports day in case of poor weather 

12.06.24-14.06.24 Mersea residential (Y6 only)  

17.6.24 5G and 5B Science workshop for parents 3.30pm 

17.06.23 Y4 history workshop from 3:30pm 
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18.6.24 5A and 5C Science workshop for parents 3.30pm 

21.06.24 School fete after school 

27.06.24 Class photos (children who have PE on this day should come into school in school uniform and 

bring PE kits in a separate bag) 

 

01.07.24 - 8.45-9.30am: Pastoral Support Morning 

01.07.24 Last week for clubs  

10.07.24 Annual reports sent out  

11.07.24 Children to spend time with their new teacher   

11.07.24 Open afternoon drop in for current parents from 2:30 – 4pm   

16.07.24 Y6 production to parents 1:30 and 4:30pm 

23.07.24 Last day of term  

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


