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Online learning links
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& Reader Nessy CENTURY

Accelerated TTRockstars
Reader Century Tech

For uniform orders visit: www.gooddies.co.uk

For information on Food Bank vouchers email: mkeegan@compassps.uk

For second hand uniform requests email: rcottee@compassps.uk

Breakfast club queries email: hwiltshire@compassps.uk

School dinner menus are on our website: 21/10/2024Week 1

New Winter Menus:.25/11/2024 Week 1, 11/11/2024 Week 2, 18/11/24 Week 3.
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My Happy Mind Parent App

To access these materials just go to https://myhappymind.org/parent-resources and
enter your name, email and authentication code emailed to you in the letter sent on
23.09.24.

Spotlight on learning
DT
Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity
and imagination, pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant
problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants
and values. This half term, year 4 will be using their knowledge of the conditions in the
Arctic from geography lessons to design and make mittens using different sewing
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techniques. In year 5, the children will be learning about the nutritional value of different

food groups by designing a healthy meal. Year é will be learning about sustainability and
will design and make cushions out of recycled materials. We are looking forward to

seeing what the children produce! Year 3's DT unit using Lego takes place in the spring.

Swimming Gala
Last week, Miss Ball and Mrs Breen took a group of children to a swimming gala at the
London Aquatics Centre in Stratford. Children had an amazing time and tried really
hard with their swim, completing against children from other schools. Well done to
Charlie(6L), Willow (3P), Carter (3C), Fabi (5W), Jack (4T), Jack (5K), Aiden (5B), Amy (6L)
and Amelie (4T)

Children in Need

O'

On Friday 15" November, we invite all children to wear non-uniform (spots / stripes) in
exchange for a donation to Children in Need. Children who have PE on Friday should
wear suitable active wear clothes or bring in a change of clothes in a named bag.
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Supporting your child’s mental health

BALANCING § ACT

§u|'|'orﬁn, child wental health

Workshops for parents of children in year 1 to year 4

NFOS SCHOOLS
Separation Anxiety and
Emotionally Based School
Avoidance

20th November 2024, 9:45 am or 1:15 pm

Included in this training:
® Separation Anxiety
o Emotionally based school avoidance
® What we can do to help

All sessions are virtual and will last approximately 1 hour

RECORDINGS WILL BE AVAILABLE

Book your place via this link

Kerry Williams MNCS Accred. Counsellor/Supervisor/Family Liaison Officer
Jacky Wragg MA, SEND, Essex Partnership SENCO/ Supervisor/ School Support

Please book using this link: Separation Anxiety Balancing Act Booking Form

BALANCING § ACT

§u|vporﬁn3 child wental health

Workshops for parents of children in year 5 to year 9

NFOS SCHOOLS
Separation Anxiety and
Emotionally Based School
Avoidance

27th November 2024, 9:45 am or 1:15 pm

Included in this training:
» Separation Anxiety
& Emotionally based school avoidance
® What we can do to help

All sessions are virtual and will last approximately 1 hour

RECORDINGS WILL BE AVAILABLE

Book your place via this link

Kerry Williams MNCS Accred. Counsellor/Supervisor/Family Liaison Officer
Jacky Wragg MA, SEND, Essex Partnership SENCO/ Supervisor/ School Support

(google.com)



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfomIkWrTxAwGI9fA9Q3cKogwZkkmpOmZhsglE9aIWj158Wqg/viewform
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Harvest Festival Donation to Braintree Foodbank
We have received thanks for our donation: Thank you for collecting 191.64 KG of food.
Your donation has supplied 172 meals.

Applications for Year 3 places from September 2025

If you have a child who is currently in Year 2 at an infant school, you need to make a
formal application to Essex County Council for a Year 3 place and can do so via the
website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.

The junior admission round opened on 4 November 2024 for parents of children in Year 2
at an infant school to apply for a junior school (Year 3) place for September 2025.

The statutory national closing date for applications is 15 January 2025.

Applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.

All of the application information is available on the website above.

SEN Local Offer
Our SEN Local Offer is amended and published at the end of each academic year. It
has the information on provision and processes across the school and the SENCo
contact details: John Ray Junior School - SEND Local Offer (compassps.uk).
SEND Local Offer Newsletter

There are lots of activities and events for children with SEND on the Essex Local Offer and
from the Local Offer website — sign up here to read more: Stay up to date with the Essex
Local Offer newsletter | Essex Local Offer.

This includes our New POP Essex website and location: POP Essex ¢ SEN Stay & Play And
Respite In Braintree, Essex (pop-essex.org).

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Don't forget we would love to hear about any children who have been awarded
badges or certificates for activities they do outside of school. Please email class
tfeachers with your child’'s achievements.
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Well done to Faith in year 4 who did a
charity walk called the ribbon run for

Well one Paris 3C who took part in a
community clean up
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https://pop-essex.org/

Baby Loss Awareness week before half
term.

Well done to these footballers who were
chosen as players of the match: Mason
(4J), Theo (5B), Oliver (3D), Freddie (5W),
Jake (6G), Jacob ((5W), Noah (3D).
Congratulations to Dominic (5W) who
took part in an academy trial, Alex (5K)
and Oliver were given the Captain’s
armband

7 A

elio in L who took part in a tennis
tournament, winning at doubles.
Xavier (5K) took part in a 5K run.

Well done to all the children who took
part in a karate tournament:

Willow (3P), Jack (5K), Henry (5B), Scarlett
(5B), Finley (3W), Anthony (6L), Mya (6G),
Lucy (6R), Isaac (60), Frankie (60),
William (4b) and Callum (4J). William (4B)
has also achieved his purple belt.

Amelia (5E) has been awarded a brownie
badge.

A special well done to all the children,
including Makx, Ellie-Rose, Reuben G and
Callum allin 4T who took part in a
Remembrance Parade on Sunday. If you
have any pictures that you are able to
share of your child taking part in the
parade, we would be happy o receive
them and add them to our
Remembrance display in school.

Stars of the Week
Each week, class teachers will choose a member of their class to be star of the
week. Children who are chosen will have their name added in this section of the
newsletter. Our first stars of the week will be awarded on Friday.

3C: Maisie 4B:Harrison 5B: Aiden 6G:Vinnie

3D: Dunamis 4CB: Addison 5E: Theo 6L: Stephanie

3P: Kooper 4): Faye 5K: Xavier 60: Oneki

3W: Lexi 4T: Amelie 5W: 6R: Elizabeth
PE Days

Children need to come into school on PE days in their PE kit. Children will need an outdoorn
PE kit i.e., black fracksuit bottoms (or shorts in warmer weather), white T-shirt and a black]
fleece / tracksuit top.

We are noticing more children coming to school on PE days in wear that is not PE uniform.
|IPlease ensure that children have a plain white T-shirt and black shorts or tracksuit bottoms.
We may ask children to change into any spare PE that we have in school if they do nof
come to school dressed appropriately.

Monday Y3, 6L, 6G
Tuesday Y3, Y5, 6R
Wednesday Y4,Y6
Thursday Y5, 60
Friday Y4

Please remember that children must remove earrings to participate in PE lessons. Taping
over earrings is not permitted.
PE kit is black joggers / shorts and a black hoodie or sweatshirt with a white T shirt along
with trainers.
We expect that children will either wear one of the black John Ray logo hoodies from
our supplier or a plain black hoodie/sweatshirt and plain black joggers on the two days
a week that your child has PE.




CASHBACK WHEN SHOPPING ONLINE
The Friends of JRI and JRJ have created a cash back account through Easy
Fundraising. This is a fantastic way to raise much needed extra funds to support both
schools.
The link below can be used for you to register:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/47ha4n/

Once registered, for ease, you can download the app. Every time you shop from the
app. across over 4000 online retailers, our schools earn cash back. It's free to join and
includes top names like EBay, Argos, Iceland and John Lewis. You can share this link with
friends and family members too. A letter with more information can be found on our
website.

Safeguarding
Are you worried about a child?

As a school, we consider safeguarding to be a priority. We welcome parents and carers
talking openly to us about their concerns for the safeguarding of children and families.
Remember, safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you have any concerns about a
child, you can contact one of our Designated Safeguarding Leads via the school office.
Please ask to speak to Karen Harrison, Rachel Cottee or Meriel Keegan and specify that

you have a safeguarding concern.
If you are worried about a child or young person, you can call the NSPCC helpline for
support and advice for free on 0808 800 5000. If a child is in immediate danger, you
should call 999.
Children can call Childline at any time on 0800 1111

National Online Safety: What parents and carers need to know about online bullying
Defined as “ongoing hurtful behaviour towards someone online”, cyber-bullying makes
its victims feel upset, uncomfortable and unsafe. In the digital world, it has numerous
forms — such as hurtful comments on a person’s posts or profile; deliberately leaving them
out of group chats; sharing embarrassing images or videos of someone; or spreading
gossip about them. Cyber-bullying can severely impact a young person’s mental health
... 50, in support of Anti-Bullying Week, we've provided a list of tips to help trusted adults
know what to look for and how fo respond to it.

In the guide, you'll find tips such as playing online games with your child, talking about
your child’s online life and being prepared to listen without showing any judgement or
criticism.

‘www.nationalonlinesafety.com
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CLASS TEACHERS’ EMAIL ADDRESSES

We understand that for many people email is a quick and efficient way of communicating
and we are therefore happy to provide class teachers’ email addresses. Although email
is a quick and easy way for parents to communicate with staff, matters that require urgent
attention should be communicated via the school office. Staff are not expected to
respond to emails after 5pm, during weekends/holidays or when off work due to
sickness. A parental agreement relating to email communication with teachers i
available from the school office or on our website under the communication tab.

Year 3 Year 4
3C: cwaspel@compassps.uk 4B: jbird@compassps.uk
3D: dcasey@compassps.uk 4CB: hcollier-brown@compassps.uk
3P: sphillips@compassps.uk 4J: jorennan@compassps.uk
3W: zwatson@compassps.uk 4T: tbeeson@compassps.uk, kbreen@co

Year 6
6G: ngibson@compassps.uk
6L: jlarbalestier@compassps.uk
60: cosullivan@compassps.uk
6R: rroberts@compassps.uk

Year 5

5B: hbreeze@compassps.uk
SE: cellis@compassps.uk
5K: kbrighton@compassps.uk
OW:
awilson1@compassps.uk,rcottee@compassps.uk
Please contact class teachers in the first instance to resolve any issues. Should you feel
you need to escalate the issue, please contact:
Miss Cottee (Assistant Head) if your child is in Y5 or Y6 — rcottee@compassps.uk
Mrs Breen (Assistant Head) if your child is in Y3 or Y4 — kbreen@compassps.uk

RECENT LETTERS INCLUDING NEWSLETTERS — AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE
All communication will be sent through Bromcom. Please ensure that you have given us|
a current email address. Issues with Bromcom communication should be emailed
to jrcontact@compassps.uk
20/09/24 Layer Marney Towers trip — (Y3 only)
20/09/24 Young Voices tickets & T-shirt letter (YV club children only)
23.09.24 My Happy Mind (Y4.5 and é only)
23.09.24 One Plan Autumn Meetings (Invited children only)
15.10.24 Autumn Term Learning Conferences
15.10.24 SEND Pentathlon Expression of interest (invited children only)
21.10.24 - Flu Immunisations (all year groups) — consent required

Dates for the academic year 2024-2025 (new dates in red)
Please see the website for the term dates

Autumn Term 2024 Spring Term 2025

07.01.25 Start of term for children

Summer Term 2025
22.04.25 Start of term for

11.11.24 - Flu Immunisations (prior
consent required)

12.11.24 Y3 visit to Layer Marney
Tower

15.11.24 Children in Need (non—
uniform: children can wear spots /
stripes in return for a donation)
25.11.24 Last week for clubs
29.11.24 Non uniform day in
exchange for a gift for the gift shop

05.12.24 Gift shop (children can visit
the gift shop and buy a gift for £1)

13.01.25 After school clubs start
21.01.25 & 22.01.25 One Plan
meetings for children on SEN
register

5.02.25 Children’s mental health
week

6.02.25 In class individual photos
(All children should come to school
in school uniform and bring PE kits
in a separate bag if it is a PE day)
11.02.25 Safer Internet Day

children

28.04.25 After school clubs
start

12.05.25 SATS week (Y6 only)
13.05.25 & 14.05.25 One Plan
meetings for children on SEN
register

20.05.25 Year 6 Mersea
residential meeting 5pm
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17.12.24 Christmas dinner day for
years 4 and 6

18.12.24 Christmas dinner day for
years 3 and 5

19.12.24 Christmas Service at
school

20.12.24 Last day of term

17.02.25 Half term

24.02.25 Children return to school
06.03.25 World book day (Dress as
a book character or bring in a prop
from a book)

21.03.25 Comic Relief (Children can
wear sportswear or non-uniform in
exchange for a donation)

24.03.25 Last week for clubs
11.03.25 Learning conferences
(3:45-6.30pm) for children not on
ISEN register

12.03.25 Learning conferences
(3:45-5:30pm) for children not on
ISEN register

3.04.25 Easter service at school
04.04.25 Last day of term

22.05.25 Sports day and parent
picnic (parents invited from
11:45)

26.05.25 Half term

02.06.25 Multiplication check
starts for 3 weeks (Y4 only)
02.06.25 Children return to
school

05.06.25 Reserve Sports day in
case of poor weather
11.06.25-13.06.25 Mersea
residential (Y6 only)

25.06.25 Class photos (children
who have PE on this day should
come into school in school
uniform and bring PE kits in a
separate bag)

27.06.25 Summer fete (Please
note change of date)

07.07.25 Last week for clubs
08.07.25 Children to spend time
with their new teacher

10.07.25 Annual reports sent out
15.07.24 Y6 production to
parents 1:45 and 4:30pm 6L and
6G

16.07.25 Open afternoon drop in
for current parents from 3:30pm
—4.30pm

17.07.25 Y6 production to
parents 1:45 and 4:30pm 60 and
6R

18.07.25 Last day of term



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiplication-tables-check-information-for-parents
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Meet Our Expert

Dr Claire Sutheriand is an online sofety consultant, educator and
ressarcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and
cyber safety policies for schools. She has written various academic
papers and carried out research for the Australion government
nternet use ond sexting behaviour of young people in
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CARE HOME

Face painting | Giant Snow Globe | Tombola
Games | Live Music | BBQ /4
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Saturday 7th December 1 - iﬂ pm a4
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65 Duggers Lane, Braintree, CM7 1BA e
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CERTIFICATE OF THANKS FOR YOUR
HARVEST FESTIVAL DONATION

THIS IS AWARDED TO

John Ray Junior & Infant Schools

FOR COLLECTING 191.64 KG OF FOOD
\ YOUR DONATION HAS 172 SUPPLIED MEALS
Amumammmwmmmwmmﬂml Reglstered In England and
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WWW.SHARPSHOOTERSGOLF.CO.UK
INFO@SHARPSHOOTERSGOLF.CO.UK

¥« The Notleys Golf Club




THE ESSEX GROUP THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS

WITHAM'’S FESTIVE FAMILY PANTO!

THE HILARIOUS ADVENTURES OF...

Written & Directed by Luke Coidham

WITHAM PUBLIC HALL

<V




The Essex Croup are delighted to transport you all to

THE HILA s N TURES OF

Nottingham Forest for their 14" consecutive Panto at the

OBI n Witham Public Hall, Robin Hood. This classic fairytale
: - —

promises to be a fantastic fun show for the whole family:

P———— full of laughter, dazzling costumes and toe tapping
OOD tunes. Bringing together a stellar cast of local actors
who will delight audiences with a brand new hilarious

script by local Essex Panto legend Luke Coldham.

DATES / TIMES / PRICES

20™ - - 7pm

215 flam 3pm -~

22% flam 3pm

23%0 - 3pm

24™ flam 3pm

25™ No Show

26™ No Show

™ - 3pm 7pm

28™ Hlam 3pm -

0™ - 2pm -
TICKET PRICES:
FRONT STALLS & BALCONY TIERED SEATING
ADULTS €7 ADULTS £18

CHILD/OAP £15 CHILD/OAP £16
FAMILY X4 £58 FAMILY X4 £62

BOOK NOW:
TICKETSOURCE.CO.UK/ESSEXGROUP

HOW TO FIND US

Witham Public ¥




