
   

 

   

 

   

John Ray Times 
Our Core Values:   Hope, Perseverance, Trust, Courage, Respect, Responsibility  

16th December  2024 
 

Phone: 01376 324107     Email:  jrcontact@compassps.uk     Website: www.johnray.compassps.uk  

          @johnrayjuniors  

          @ facebook.com/johnraycompassps  
Online learning links 

                    

Accelerated Reader         

                                                         Nessy 

 

TTRockstars 
 

Century Tech 

For uniform orders visit: www.gooddies.co.uk  

For information on Food Bank vouchers email: mkeegan@compassps.uk  

For second hand uniform requests email: rcottee@compassps.uk  

Breakfast club queries email: hwiltshire@compassps.uk  

School dinner menus are on our website:  

16/12/2024, 06.01.25 Week 1, 13.01.25 Week 2, 20.01.25 Week 3.   
Zones of Regulation  

  

School Attendance Difficulties  

  

 

Supporting Anxiety  

  

My Happy Mind Parent App 

To access these materials just go to https://myhappymind.org/parent-resources and enter your 

name, email and authentication code emailed to you in the letter sent on 23.09.24.  
 

End of term displays 

   
 

 

 

mailto:jrcontact@compassps.uk
https://login.renaissance.com/12d2c93e-37ca-46e3-94c5-6438c22c1af3?state=13beb4f3-643f-404f-8997-ce3c53932f63
https://learn.nessy.com/account/login#/accountLogin
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/teacher
https://app.century.tech/login/
http://www.gooddies.co.uk/
mailto:merielkeegan@changesp.org.uk
mailto:rachelcottee@changesp.org.uk
mailto:rcottee@compassps.uk
mailto:hwiltshire@compassps.uk 
https://www.johnray.compassps.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=290&type=pdf
https://www.johnray.compassps.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=289&type=pdf
https://www.johnray.compassps.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=288&type=pdf
https://sway.office.com/KVWcFaRKdSTeep4c?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/h8HHmsoOtIFhGEpn?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/18zMH1u0Kpd1IXuS?ref=Link
https://myhappymind.org/parent-resources


   

 

   

 

     
 

 
Non Pupil Day reminder 

Just a reminder that children return to school on Tuesday 7th January.   

 

MDA vacancy 

We are looking for a Midday Assistant to support our children at lunchtime.  Hours are 12:00-1:30 

daily.   For more information, please contact the school office.   

 

 

Christmas Dinner 

Just a reminder that Y4 and Y6 have their Christmas dinner on 17.12.24 and Y3 and Y5 on 18.12.24.  If 

you have not ordered a Christmas dinner for your child, please ensure you provide a packed lunch.   

 

Active Essex 

 

Active Essex are offering a variety of clubs over the Christmas holidays.   Information can be found 

by clicking on the following link:  Winter holiday clubs with Essex Activate - Active Essex 

 

Spring Term After-School Clubs 

 Next term, our clubs will run from w/c 13th January and the last club will be during w/c 24th March. 

 

 

Plea for pre-loved games 

We would love to receive any donations of games such as Uno for children to play in lunchtime club.  

Please pass any donations to the school office. 

 

Miss O’Sullivan’s email address 

Due to ongoing technical issues, Miss O’Sullivan’s email address has changed to:  

cosullivan1@compassps.uk 



   

 

   

 

 

Invite to Y3 and Y5 parents 

You are invited into your child's class on Thursday 19th December to look at some of the work they 

have completed this term. Please arrive at the main office at 2:30pm and you'll be shown to your 

child's classroom. Once you have read the work, you can take your child home - you don't need to 

wait until 3:20pm (Y3) or 3:25pm (Y5).  Children will be bringing a piece of work home to share with 

those who cannot attend.  

 

Tuck Shop 

After Christmas, our tuck shop will only be open on Fridays.  Items cost 30p.  

 

SEN Local Offer 

Our SEN Local Offer is amended and published at the end of each academic year. It has the 

information on provision and processes across the school and the SENCo contact details: John Ray 

Junior School - SEND Local Offer (compassps.uk). 

 

SEND Local Offer Newsletter 

 

There are lots of activities and events for children with SEND on the Essex Local Offer and from the 

Local Offer website – sign up here to read more: Stay up to date with the Essex Local Offer 

newsletter | Essex Local Offer.  

 

This includes our New POP Essex website and location: POP Essex • SEN Stay & Play And Respite In 

Braintree, Essex (pop-essex.org).  

  

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS  

Don’t forget we would love to hear about any children who have been awarded badges or 

certificates for activities they do outside of school.  Please email class teachers with your child’s 

achievements. 

 

Dance: Participation medals for Isabella 6O, Maya 4J, Darcey 4J, Victoria 4J, Mia 5K, Maddie M 3P, 

Emily 3C, Eive 3P,  Most improved dancers:  Isabella 6O, Maya 4J, Victoria 4J,  

Swimming:  Rex 4B 100m,  Ruby 4B 50m,  Akasya 4J 2nd in a gala 

Football players of the match: Bailey 4J,Blake 6L, Tyler 6G,  Lucas 3P,  Leo 3W 

Runners:  Xavier 5K, 10km run, Jack 5K Santa fun run 

Gymnastics:   Bella 3C and Taylor 3C participation in competition. 

Horse Riding: Harrison (4B) Rider of the year. 

 
Stars of the Week  

Each week, class teachers will choose a member of their class to be star of the week.  Children who 

are chosen will have their name added in this section of the newsletter.  Our first stars of the week will 

be awarded on Friday. 

 

https://www.johnray.compassps.uk/page/?title=SEND+Local+Offer&pid=28
https://www.johnray.compassps.uk/page/?title=SEND+Local+Offer&pid=28
https://send.essex.gov.uk/contacts/stay-date-essex-local-offer-newsletter
https://send.essex.gov.uk/contacts/stay-date-essex-local-offer-newsletter
https://pop-essex.org/
https://pop-essex.org/


   

 

   

 

3C: Daniel 4B: Finley 5B: Nora 6G: Leo 

3D: Oliver 4CB: Zac 5E: Amelia 6L: Emily 

3P: Maddie 4J: Nicholas 5K: Hope 6O: Freya 

3W: Anthony 4T: Freya 5W:  6R: jasper 

PE Days 

Children need to come into school on PE days in their PE kit.  Children will need an outdoor PE kit i.e., 

black tracksuit bottoms (or shorts in warmer weather), white T-shirt and a black fleece / tracksuit top.    

We are noticing more children coming to school on PE days in wear that is not PE uniform.  Please 

ensure that children have a plain white T-shirt and black shorts or tracksuit bottoms.  We may ask 

children to change into any spare PE that we have in school if they do not come to school dressed 

appropriately.   

Monday Y3, 6L, 6G 

Tuesday Y3, Y5, 6R 

Wednesday Y4, Y6 

Thursday Y5, 6O 

Friday Y4 

 Please remember that children must remove earrings to participate in PE lessons.  Taping over 

earrings is not permitted.   

PE kit is black joggers / shorts and a black hoodie or sweatshirt with a white T shirt along with 

trainers.  

We expect that children will either wear one of the black John Ray logo hoodies from our supplier or 

a plain black hoodie/sweatshirt and plain black joggers on the two days a week that your child has 

PE.  

 

CASHBACK WHEN SHOPPING ONLINE  

The Friends of JRI and JRJ have created a cash back account through Easy Fundraising.  This is a 

fantastic way to raise much needed extra funds to support both schools.    

The link below can be used for you to register:  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/47ha4n/  

 Once registered, for ease, you can download the app. Every time you shop from the app, across 

over 4000 online retailers, our schools earn cash back. It’s free to join and includes top names like 

EBay, Argos, Iceland and John Lewis. You can share this link with friends and family members too.  A 

letter with more information can be found on our website.  

 

 

      Safeguarding  

Are you worried about a child?   

As a school, we consider safeguarding to be a priority. We welcome parents and carers talking 

openly to us about their concerns for the safeguarding of children and families. Remember, 

safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you have any concerns about a child, you can contact 

one of our Designated Safeguarding Leads via the school office. Please ask to speak to Karen 

Harrison, Rachel Cottee or Meriel Keegan and specify that you have a safeguarding concern.   

If you are worried about a child or young person, you can call the NSPCC helpline for support and 

advice for free on 0808 800 5000. If a child is in immediate danger, you should call 999.   

Children can call Childline at any time on 0800 1111  

  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/47ha4n/
http://johnray.changesp.org/sites/default/files/attachments/Easyfundraising.pdf
tel:0808%20800%205000
http://www.childline.org.uk/
tel:08001111


   

 

   

 

National Online Safety:  Top tips for safety over the festive season 

The holiday season is a time for celebration, relaxation and spending well-earned time with loved 

ones. While this period will hopefully be calm, it’s important that parents and educators 

acknowledge there are still things we can do to make these weeks as safe as possible for the young 

people in our care. 

Of course, it’s not immediately obvious what can or should be done to stay safe over the festive 

season. This free guide offers expert advice on the steps you can take to enjoy a less fraught winter 

break, safeguarding any youngsters who might be present for the celebrations. 

 ‘www.nationalonlinesafety.com  

CLASS TEACHERS’ EMAIL ADDRESSES 

We understand that for many people email is a quick and efficient way of communicating and we 

are therefore happy to provide class teachers’ email addresses. Although email is a quick and easy 

way for parents to communicate with staff, matters that require urgent attention should be 

communicated via the school office. Staff are not expected to respond to emails after 5pm, during 

weekends/holidays or when off work due to sickness.  A parental agreement relating to email 

communication with teachers is available from the school office or on our website under the 

communication tab.   Please note:  Miss O’Sullivan now has a new email address.   

Year 3  

3C: cwaspe1@compassps.uk 

3D: dcasey@compassps.uk 

3P: sphillips@compassps.uk  

3W: zwatson@compassps.uk 

Year 4  

4B: jbird@compassps.uk  

4CB: hcollier-brown@compassps.uk  

4J: jbrennan@compassps.uk 

4T: tbeeson@compassps.uk, kbreen@compassps.uk 

Year 5   

5B: hbreeze@compassps.uk  

5E: cellis@compassps.uk  

5K: kbrighton@compassps.uk 

5W: awilson1@compassps.uk, 

rcottee@compassps.uk  

Year 6  

6G: ngibson@compassps.uk 

6L: jlarbalestier@compassps.uk 

6O: cosullivan1@compassps.uk 

6R: rroberts@compassps.uk   

 Please contact class teachers in the first instance to resolve any issues.  Should you feel you need to 

escalate the issue, please contact:   

Miss Cottee (Assistant Head) if your child is in Y5 or Y6 – rcottee@compassps.uk  

Mrs Breen (Assistant Head) if your child is in Y3 or Y4 – kbreen@compassps.uk   

RECENT LETTERS INCLUDING NEWSLETTERS – AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE  

All communication will be sent through Bromcom.  Please ensure that you have given us a current 

email address.  Issues with Bromcom communication should be emailed to jrcontact@compassps.uk  

15.10.24 SEND Pentathlon Expression of interest (invited children only) 

21.10.24 Flu Immunisations (all year groups) – consent required 

12.11.24  Letter from UKHSA and ECC: Circulation of measles  

19.11.24  Adverse weather plan 

27.11.24 Alec Hunter Taster Sessions for Year 5 Pupils (Y5 only) 

Dates for the academic year 2024-2025 (new dates in red) 

Please see the website for the term dates 

 

http://www.nationalonlinesafety.com/
https://www.johnray.compassps.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=153&type=pdf
https://www.johnray.compassps.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=153&type=pdf
mailto:dcasey@compassps.uk
mailto:sphillips@compassps.uk
mailto:jbird@compassps.uk 
mailto:hcollier-brown@compassps.uk 
mailto:tbeeson@compassps.uk
mailto:hbreeze@compassps.uk
mailto:cellis@compassps.uk 
mailto:kbrighton@compassps.uk
mailto:6G-ngibson@compassps.uk 
mailto:jlarbalestier@compassps.uk
mailto:rroberts@compassps.uk 
mailto:rachelcottee@changesp.org.uk
mailto:kbreen@compassps.uk
http://johnray.changesp.org/letters
https://www.johnray.compassps.uk/page/?title=Newsletters&pid=14
mailto:to jrcontact@compassps.uk 
https://www.johnray.compassps.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates+%26amp%3B+The+School+Day&pid=30


   

 

   

 

Autumn Term 2024 

 

17.12.24 Christmas dinner day for years 4 

and 6 (Y3 & Y5 to bring packed lunch) 

18.12.24 Christmas dinner day for years 3 

and 5 (Y4 & Y6 to bring packed lunch) 

19.12.24 Christmas Service at school 

19.12.24 Y3 parents invited into class for 

children to share their writing. 

19.12.24 Y5 parents invited into class for 

children to share their work. 

20.12.24 Last day of term  

 

  

Spring Term 2025 

07.01.25 Start of term for children   

13.01.25 After school clubs start   

21.01.25 & 22.01.25 One Plan 

meetings for children on SEN 

register  

5.02.25 Children’s mental health 

week   

6.02.25 In class individual photos 

(All children should come to 

school in school uniform and bring 

PE kits in a separate bag if it is a PE 

day)   

11.02.25 Safer Internet Day  

 

17.02.25 Half term   

 

24.02.25 Children return to school   

06.03.25 World book day (Dress as 

a book character or bring in a 

prop from a book)   

21.03.25 Comic Relief (Children 

can wear sportswear or non-

uniform in exchange for a 

donation)  

24.03.25 Last week for clubs   

11.03.25 Learning conferences 

(3:45-6.30pm) for children not on 

SEN register   

12.03.25 Learning conferences 

(3:45-5:30pm) for children not on 

SEN register   

3.04.25 Easter service at school 

04.04.25 Last day of term   

  

Summer Term 2025  

22.04.25 Start of term for children   

28.04.25 After school clubs start   

12.05.25 SATS week (Y6 only)   

13.05.25 & 14.05.25 One Plan 

meetings for children on SEN 

register  

20.05.25 Year 6 Mersea residential 

meeting 5pm  

22.05.25 Sports day and parent 

picnic (parents invited from 

11:45)   

 

26.05.25 Half term 

  

02.06.25 Multiplication check starts 

for 3 weeks (Y4 only)   

02.06.25 Children return to school  

05.06.25 Reserve Sports day in 

case of poor weather  

11.06.25-13.06.25 Mersea 

residential (Y6 only)   

25.06.25 Class photos (children 

who have PE on this day should 

come into school in school uniform 

and bring PE kits in a separate 

bag)  

27.06.25 Summer fete (Please note 

change of date) 

 

07.07.25 Last week for clubs   

08.07.25 Children to spend time 

with their new teacher 

10.07.25 Annual reports sent out 

15.07.24 Y6 production to parents 

1:45 and 4:30pm 6L and 6G 

   

16.07.25 Open afternoon drop in 

for current parents from 3:30pm – 

4.30pm 

17.07.25 Y6 production to parents 

1:45 and 4:30pm 6O and 6R 

18.07.25 Last day of term  

  

  

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiplication-tables-check-information-for-parents


   

 

   

 

 
 



   

 

   

 

 
 

 


