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Online learning links

L2

J= Accelerated

adid Accelerated Reader TTRockstars
@3@ Nessy #2 CENTURY

Century Tech

For uniform orders visit: www.gooddies.co.uk

For information on Food Bank vouchers email: mkeegan@compassps.uk
For second hand uniform requests email: rcottee@compassps.uk
Breakfast club queries email: hwiltshire@compassps.uk

School dinner menus are on our website:

24.02.25 Week 1, 03.02.25 Week 2, 10.02.25 Week 3.

On Thursday 6 March, we have a special ‘World Book Day’ Menu. Please click here to view
the menu.
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My Happy Mind Parent App
To access these materials just go to https://myhappymind.org/parent-resources and enter your
name, email and authentication code emailed to you in the letter sent on 23.09.24.

Art
In Year 5, the children are using ink blowing techniques to create an image of trees inspired by the
artwork in The Highwayman that they are reading. Here you will see Lilah's (SW) artwork — | think we
can all agree that it is fantastic.
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Y4 visit from St Michael’'s Church and Braintree Baptist Church
Last week, Year 4 had visits from Rachel at St Michael’s Church and Ellie and Samson from Braintree
Baptist Church to support their learning in RE. The children prepared questions to ask about how the
churches support our local community and chairities. The children listened really well to the answers
and were very respectful. Well done Year 4.
Sports for Champions: 7th March

On the 7 March, we will be taking part in the Sports for Champions programme. This involves a visit
from a GB athlete. The athlete will meet the children, deliver and assembly and involved the children
in mini events. This is a sponsored event; the children are encouraged to collect sponsors to support
the charity. Please see the video below which has been shared with children in assembly.

Sports For Champions | PRIMARY DVD

Sponsorship forms will be sent home with your child this week and will be due in on Tuesday 4th March|
in preparation for our event.

Pancake day - Tuesday 4" March 2025
On the 4" March we will be changing our desserts to pancakes. Please see the flyer below.

American Pancakes

served with

Is my child too ill for school2 - NHS

Young Voices Choir
On 6t February, we will be holding the Compass East music event at John Ray Juniors. The Young
Voices choir will be singing alongside the children from the other Compass East schools. One visitor
per child of the Young Voices choir is welcome to come and watch them perform at 4.30pm in the
school hall.
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MDA vacancy
We are looking for a Midday Assistant to support our children at lunchtime. Hours are 12:00-1:30
daily. For more information, please contact the school office.

Martin Luther King Day 20™ January

people to be treated equally whatever the colour of their skin. We discussed how this linked
to our work on No Outsiders and the protected characteristic of race.

Tuck Shop
Just a reminder that our tuck shop will only be open on Fridays. Items cost 30p.

SEN Local Offer
Our SEN Local Offer is amended and published at the end of each academic year. It has the
information on provision and processes across the school and the SENCo contact details: John Ray
Junior School - SEND Local Offer (compassps.uk).

SEND Local Offer Newsletter

There are lots of activities and events for children with SEND on the Essex Local Offer and from the
Local Offer website — sign up here to read more: Stay up to date with the Essex Local Offer
newsletter | Essex Local Offer.

This includes our New POP Essex website and location: POP Essex ¢ SEN Stay & Play And Respite In
Braintree, Essex (pop-essex.org).
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Don't forget we would love to hear about any children who have been awarded badges or
certificates for activities they do outside of school. Please email class teachers with your child’s
achievements.
Well done to;
Football: Players’ of the match: Henry 4J, Alex SR, Isaac 5B, Isaac 3C, Freddie 5W, Alfie 6R, Jeanne
6L; Captain of the match: Leo 3W, Max 4J, Owen 4T, Summer 4T, Faran 6R

Swimming: William 3C-stage 1, 2, Eive 3P-stage 3, Dominic SW 50m Front crawl

Running: Xavier 5K, took part in a charity fun run, Tyler 5E 10 mile run.

Kick boxing: Jacob in 5W passed his grading and is now a yellow belt, Harrison 5B is now a red stripe.
Dancing: Maja 4] - 5" place in fast solo and éth place in slow solo, Akasya 4J has been selected to
dance at the O2, Victoria 4J 15t fast pairs, 5™ fast solo, Mia 5K: 3@ pairs, 3@ fast solo, Isabella 7t fast
solo, 4th pairs, participation, Isabella 60: 7t fast solo, participation medal, 4th pairs, Isis 3P: 2nd pairs

Gymnastics: Bella-Rose 3C stage 2, Rosie 4CB Grade 1, Amelia 5K 4t in bar, 3< vault, 3 floor, 2nd
beam, 2nd overall
Cubs: Max 5B has gained 2 badges.
Tennis: Amelia K 6L 15" in an U14 tournament, Ava 3P Player of the day
Rugby: Grace 3C

Well done to the children who took part in the music concert with Marc: Riley 60, Jasper éR, Alex
SW, Sydnee 6R, Jake 6G, Jazlyn 5B, Rex 4B, Evelin 3W, Albie 5W, William 4B, Sophia 5B, Amelia 5E,
Willow 3P, Fabi 5W, Anabella 6R.Jospeh 5W, Jimmy SW, Amelia éL.

Stars of the Week
Each week, class teachers will choose a member of their class to be star of the week. Children who
are chosen will have their name added in this section of the newsletter. Our first stars of the week will
be awarded on Friday.

3C: Aleah, Azi 4B: Harrison, Selasem 5B: Isaac, Jazlyn 6G: Myaq, Tyler
3D: Nehir, Victoria 4CB: Ronnie-Junior, 5E: Tyler, Awesome 6L: India, Grace
Simas
3P: Rayaq, Phoebe 4): Annilyn, Liana 5K: Vinnie, Mia 60: Sarah, Younes
3W: Leo. Louie 4T: Vinnie, Carys 5W: Lilah, Oscar 6R: Alfie
PE Days

Children need to come into school on PE days in their PE kit. Children will need an outdoor PE kit i.e.,
black tracksuit bottoms (or shorts in warmer weather), white T-shirt and a black fleece / tracksuit top.
We are noticing more children coming to school on PE days in wear that is not PE uniform. Please
ensure that children have a plain white T-shirt and black shorts or tracksuit bottoms. We may ask|
children to change into any spare PE that we have in school if they do not come to school dressed|

lappropriately.
Monday 3W, 3C, 6L, 6G, 5B
Tuesday Y3, Y5, 6R
Wednesday Y4,Y6
Thursday 5E, 5K, 60, 3P, 3D
Friday Y4, 5W

Please remember that children must remove earrings to participate in PE lessons. Taping over
earrings is not permitted.
PE kit is black joggers / shorts and a black hoodie or sweatshirt with a white T shirt along with
trainers.




We expect that children will either wear one of the black John Ray logo hoodies from our supplier or
a plain black hoodie/sweatshirt and plain black joggers on the two days a week that your child has
PE.

CASHBACK WHEN SHOPPING ONLINE
The Friends of JRI and JRJ have created a cash back account through Easy Fundraising. This is
fantastic way to raise much needed extra funds to support both schools.
The link below can be used for you to register:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/47ha4n/

Once registered, for ease, you can download the app. Every time you shop from the app. across
over 4000 online retailers, our schools earn cash back. It's free to join and includes top names like
EBay, Argos, Iceland and John Lewis. You can share this link with friends and family members too. A
letter with more information can be found on our website.

Safeguarding
Are you worried about a child?

As a school, we consider safeguarding to be a priority. We welcome parents and carers talking
openly to us about their concerns for the safeguarding of children and families. Remember,
safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you have any concerns about a child, you can contact
one of our Designated Safeguarding Leads via the school office. Please ask to speak to Karen
Harrison, Rachel Cottee or Meriel Keegan and specify that you have a safeguarding concern.

If you are worried about a child or young person, you can call the NSPCC helpline for support and
advice for free on 0808 800 5000. If a child is in immediate danger, you should call 999.
Children can call Childline at any time on 0800 1111

National Online Safety: What parents and carers need to know about fithess apps
Over time, more and more fitness apps have been finding their way into circulation. Usually free to

download - at least initially — these apps claim to offer helpful advice and assistance in routine

management to those looking to lead a healthier lifestyle.

While these platforms can be useful, they do present several safety concerns. These issues become
more significant when we consider that children and young people can use these apps to stay
active — whether out of concern for their own health or for reasons of body image. Our free guide
breaks down the risks of health and fitness apps and offers expert advice on how to address these

concerns to safeguard younger users.

‘www.ngationalonlinesafety.com
CLASS TEACHERS’' EMAIL ADDRESSES
We understand that for many people email is a quick and efficient way of communicating and we
are therefore happy to provide class teachers’ email addresses. Although email is a quick and easy
way for parents to communicate with staff, matters that require urgent attention should be
communicated via the school office. Staff are not expected to respond to emails after 5pm, during
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weekends/holidays or when off work due to sickness. A parental agreement relating to email

communication with teachers is available from the school office or on our website under the
communication tab. Please note: Miss O'Sullivan now has a new email address.

Year 3
3C: cwaspel@compassps.uk
3D: dcasey@compassps.uk
3P: sphillips@compassps.uk
3W: zwatson@compassps.uk

Year 4
4B: jbird@compassps.uk , aoxley@compassps.uk
4CB: hcollier-brown@compassps.uk
4J: jorennan@compassps.uk
4T: tbeeson@compassps.uk, kbreen@compassps

Year 5
5B: hbreeze@compassps.uk
5E: cellis@compassps.uk
5K: kbrighton@compassps.uk
5W: awilson1@compassps.uk,
rcottee@compassps.uk

Year é
6G: ngibson@compassps.uk
6L: jlarbalestier@compassps.uk
60: cosullivanl@compassps.uk
6R: rroberts@compassps.uk

escalate the issue, please contact:

Please contact class teachers in the first instance to resolve any issues. Should you feel you need to

Miss Cottee (Assistant Head) if your child is in Y5 or Y6 — rcottee@compassps.uk
Mrs Breen (Assistant Head) if your child is in Y3 or Y4 — kbreen@compassps.uk

08.01.25 Hemisphere pupil survey (Y5 and Yé only)
09.01.25 Support Sessions for Families (All)

14.01.25 Teaching arrangements for 4B (4B only)
22.01.25 KEGS Open Day Events (Y5 boys only)
27.01.25 Y5 day trip- letter to express interest
29.01.25 Leavers Hoodies (Yé only)

05.02.24 Sports for Champions letter (All)

RECENT LETTERS INCLUDING NEWSLETTERS — MANY OF OUR LETTERS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE
All communication will be sent through Bromcom. Please ensure that you have given us a current
email address. Issues with Bromcom communication should be emailed to jrcontact@compassps.uk
06.01.25 HappyDays School Photography Subscriptions (All) - deadline to sign up 20.01.25

06.01.25 National Child Measurement Programme (Y6 only)

Dates for the academic year 2024-2025 (new dates in red)

Please see the website for the term dates

Spring Term 2025

5.02.25 Children’s mental health week
6.02.25 In class individual photos (All children
should come to school in school uniform and
oring PE kits in a separate bag if it is a PE day)
11.02.25 Safer Internet Day

17.02.25 Half term

24.02.25 Children return to school

06.03.25 World book day (Dress as a book
character or bring in a prop from a book)
07.03.25 Sports for Champions visit (everyone to
wear PE kits)

21.03.25 Comic Relief (Children can wear
sportswear or non-uniform in exchange for a
donation)

24.03.25 Last week for clubs

Summer Term 2025
22.04.25 Start of term for children
28.04.25 After school clubs start
12.05.25 SATS week (Y6 only)
13.05.25 & 14.05.25 One Plan meetings for children
on SEN register
20.05.25 Year 6 Mersea residential meeting 5pm
22.05.25 Sports day and parent picnic (parents
invited from 11:45)
26.05.25 Half term
02.06.25 Multiplication check starts for 3 weeks (Y4
only)
02.06.25 Children return to school
05.06.25 Reserve Sports day in case of poor
weather
11.06.25-13.06.25 Mersea residential (Y6 only)
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11.03.25 Learning conferences (3:45-6.30pm) for
children not on SEN register

12.03.25 Learning conferences (3:45-5:30pm) for
children not on SEN register

3.04.25 Easter service at school

04.04.25 Last day of term

25.06.25 Class photos (children who have PE on
this day should come into school in school uniform
and bring PE kits in a separate bag)

27.06.25 Summer fete (Please note change of
date)

07.07.25 Last week for clubs

08.07.25 Children to spend fime with their new
teacher

10.07.25 Annual reports sent out

15.07.24 Y6 production to parents 1:45 and
4:30pm 6L and 6G

16.07.25 Open afternoon drop in for current
parents from 3:30pm —4.30pm

17.07.25 Y6 production to parents 1:45 and
4:30pm 60 and 6R

18.07.25 Last day of term




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, pleass visit nationalcollege.com.

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

LACK OF
PERSONALISATION

Many apps take a one-size-fits-all approach,
failing to account for the varying ages and
abilities of children: a 16-year-old, for example,
will have different physical needs to a child of 10.
This can create unreallstic expectations and set
exercises which may be too advanced for
younger children ortoa simple for older ones.

B am
NOT DEVELOPED '
BY EXPERTS

Some fitness and wellbeing apps are developed
by experts in the field - but a concerning
number of them aren‘t. As such, these platforms
may contain Inaccurate information. They may
present safety concemns by giving incorrect
advice regarding physical activities or might
include age-inappropriate content which would
clearly cause more harm than good.

.
REDUCED INTERACTION
WITH OTHERS €2

Physical wellbeing apps can remove the social
and interactive elements which physical
exercise can offer - for instance, meeting
people at fitness classes, at the gym or during
any other such activities. Research has found
that young people generally dislike this aspect
of fitness apps, suggesting that they would
rather exercise in the company of friends or
other like-minded individuals.

EXERCISE AND SOCIALISE

Highlight the importance of children enjoying fitness activities wi

friends, rather than always exercising alone. Emphasise the fun they can have by
interacting with others rather than solely relying on an app to maintain their
regime. Remind them of the importance of staying active, as well as the benefits of
doing so with company.

While we want children to be active and healthy, we must also ensure

they don’t become fixated on how they look and begin take things too far.

During childhood and adolescence, the body is still growing and changing.

It’s vitally important for young people’s wellbeing that we promote a positive body
image and a healthy relationship with food, empowering them to make informed
decisions about their diet and lifestyle.

Meet Qur Expert

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator and
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber
safety policies for schools. She has written various academic papers and
carried out research for the Australian Government comparing internet
use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia,

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuw.thenationalcollege

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 22.01.2026

Physical wellbeing apps are useful tools for monitoring and improving our health. They allow L_
us to balance nutrition, set goals, track our activities and sleep patterns, and motivate us to —
exercise. Nonetheless, there have been some reported drawbacks; this guide outlines some

of these concerns and explains how to use fitness apps safely. 4 )

DATA AND PRIVACY
CONCERNS

Fitness and wellbeing apps tend to collect alot
of personal information from their users,
including name, location, date of birth, details of
their physical heaith and more. It's worth
keeping in mind that some of these apps may
sell this data to third parties. We’d advise that
any apps young penpla download should have
=7 the correct legislation in place to protect their

safety and privacy while using the service.
h S -

ADDITIONAL COSTS

While many fitness apps are free to download, '
the initial content is quite basic. Users will only
recelve more helpful content (such as new
workouts, nutrition advice or a personalised

-2

plun) by signing up to a subscription or paying
for extra features. This can incentivise users to
spend maney on the service — a cost which can
quickly mount up.

DEPENDEN Y ON

THE APP m -

While physical wellbeing apps can halp
motivate young users to manage their fitness,
there's a possibility that ~ without being sent

'\ frequentrewards and reminders — children
could start to [ose their natural drive to be
active. Young people may also become
obsessed with tracking their exercise, heaith
and eating habits: this can have negative
effects on thelr mental and emotional wellbeing.

)

REVIEW THE APP FIRST

Before allowing someone under 18 te install a fitness and wellbeing app, check its age

rating, read its reviews and scroll through its data policy, to ensure its suitability for

younger users. You could also try it yourself, to see if it's appropriate for the child’s -
particular needs and decide if you're comfortable with them using it. Ensure that any
privacy-compromising features - such as location tracking - are disabled.

h ¥
USE PARENTAL CONTROLS

As with all apps, it's important for parents to familiarise themselves with
any controls on the app and to use these on a child’s account. The specific
settings vary between platforms but - most commonly - these will relate to
screen-time limits, disabling or capping in-app purchases, and managing social
aspects or features which aren't age appropriate. By utilising these controls, you
can help to ensure a child is getting a safe experience.

v

The
National
College’

¢} @wakeup.weds



?é ‘: % e‘ 4»;%
\ o




CMXSC.CO.UK | ACTIVE CAMPS

- UFFERING " (llJR CHILD ASAFE SPACE 10 lEARN,‘SUCIAUSE,'STAY ACTIVE
‘FURM FRIENDSHIPS, DEVELOPINTERESTS AND BUILD CONFIDENCE

~ Come and join our teom e 'school ho day forlots of fun, sports and
much more! PL new activities & theme days we cant wait to

share with you. '
) | i:emxscactive 0 r@ o

Book now by visiting www.cmxsc.co.uk

\ £
o= G ol
mgm mﬁm /( ActweEsex,,vCh 1CGS ACTIV g R >
Everything you need to know!

Time 9.00am - 3.30pm
Early Drop Off 8.30am - Late Pick Up 4.30pm

— T -—r it
- e

Age - For all school aged children from YearR - Year 7

Sports - Football, Basketball, Tag Rugby, Gymnastics, Cricket
PLUS much more

Price - Normal Day £27.50
Early Drop Off £3 - Late Pick Up £5



Gosfleld School

NURSERY ®*PREP = SENIOR®=SIXTH FORM

A CO-EDUCATIONAL INDEPENDENT THROUGH SCHOOL

G T AN

George Fisher Netball & Sports Camp
Netball and Sports Camp open to Year 5 - Year 9

Wednesday 19th February & Thursday 20th February
9:30am - 3:30pm - £40 per day

Attendees would need to bring their own lunch,
snacks, water bottles. NO NUTS ALLOWED
You can choose either:

Netball Camp or Sports Camp on each day.

O® 01787 474040
© admissions@gosfieldschool.org.uk

. External students,
www.gosfleldschool.org.uk please register here
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FEBRUARY 2025
HOLIDRY GOURSE

EA SPORTS FC THEMED
Y 18th Feb - 20th Feb

Ofsted

Join our EA Sports FC themed
9 LCHESTER
COLGHES Holiday Course this February 2025!

19th & 20th February -
nuuMuw Football fun at a safe, Tournaments,

secure outdoor venue challenges & games
18th, 19th & 20th February

Lo \,I
= =

State of the art facilities FA/UEFA qualified &
& equipment ex-pro coaches

USE CODE SIB25 WHEN SIGNING UP WITH R SIBLING FOR 25%o OFF




OFSTED APPROVED & TRUSTED BY
PARENT/CARERS FOR 11 YEARS

Drop off between 8:30am 9:30am
until 3pm - 3:30pm

¢é

Both my boys absolutely love

M.R.F.A. The coaches and facilities

are fantastic. They've both come

such a long way since starting and

their teams are really seeing the E

difference."
BOOK HERE

- 2024 5* Gooole Review :

.(‘ ﬂ Boox *The first 30 bookings at each

course will receive a FREE day at

fraca
e En nlv the same venue for February

(©) @mrfaessex  §, 01371829216 & www.mrfaco.uk




Notley Green Primary School
Blickling Rd, Great Notley, Braintree CM77 72)

17" FEB Football Tournaments  Ronaldo's Skill School
MONDAY Jumps and Routines  Balance and Rolls
18" FEB Dbstacle Courses Camoufiage
TUESDAY Timed Challenges Ninja Tag
19" FEB Running Races Throwing Challenges
WEDNESDAY Long Jump Tennis
20" FEB Soft Archery Mega Bowling
THURSDAY Accuracy Games Multi Sports
21" FEB Basketball Benchball
FRIDAY Football Handball

Welcome to our Fantastic February Camp Schedule!
Each day you can expect a number of different themed sports, sran HERE

games & activities! @j;f:ﬂ @
et Ay
TO BOOK: —— e

o A
Visit www.superstarspost.co.uk, lick “Book Now" o L
There is @ 4.5% platform fee on every bopling o @;""}‘%

4 -



Notley Green anarv School

Blickling Rd, Braintree CM77 7Z)

AND Mucu
M
NINIR eDN-S CYMNAsTICs SHE-
\r\|i>~““‘°R
pR\'Z

Monda\/ 17" Feb - Friday 215! Feb

FULL DAY: HALF DAY:

£27 perday £16 per day
£120 for the week £75 for the week

Year 1 - 7 children Reception children
9AM-3PM 9AM-12:45PM

HALF DAY FULL DAY

To Book: Ol OMIOlagniO
Visit www.superstarsport.co.uk & click Tt T ot ek
'‘Book Now' For more information call r%" .?:;5’: f hba
us on 01992 766 707 — Wl e f‘-.,qj‘*"?*
There is 0 4.5% platform fee on every booking S @)y E]';Fﬁ"'i_,ffgl’;_'



Code Club

Braintree Library
Wednesdays, 3.30-4.30pm

Do you have a favourite computer game?

 Would you like to learn how to make your
own computer games?

e Learn how to make cool games, animations
and websites!

For further information contact
Essex Libraries on 0345 603 7628 club
or visit libraries.essex.gov.uk/events | EssexCounty Counc




OFSTED APPROVED & TRUSTED BY
PARENT/CARERS FOR 11 YEARS

Drop off between 8:30am 9:30am
until 3pm - 3:30pm

14

Both my boys absolutely love

M.R.F.A. The coaches and facilities

are fantastic. They've both come

such a long way since starting and

their teams are really seeing the E

difference." BOOK HERE

- 2024 5* Google Review :

We accept childcare vouchers and
the government gateway portal.
Make the most of your money

©) @mrfaessex € 01371829216 @ www.mrfa.co.uk
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£3.75

PER Houg
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FEBH“ nnv 2025 Rated 5 Star on Google!

| Rated 5 Star on Google!
HOLIDAY COURSE
El SPORTS FC THEMED &

Y 17th Feb - 20th Feb

Ofsted

9 Join our EA Sports FC themed
CHELMSFORD Holiday Course this February 2025!

17th, 18th, 19th & 20th February

EPPlHﬁ Football fun at a safe, Tournaments,
secure outdoor venue challenges & games

—o \'I
L=
=

State of the art facilities FA/UEFA qualified &
& equipment ex-pro coaches

17th, 18th, 19th & 20th February

USE CODE SIB25 WHEN SIGNING UP WITH A SIBLING FOR 25%o OFF




