
   

 

   

 

   

 

John Ray Times  
Our Core Values:    Hope, Perseverance, Trust, Courage, Respect, Responsibilit y 

9th  February 2026 

Phone:  01376 324107     Email:   johnrayjunior@compassps.uk     Website: 

www.johnray.compassps.uk  

   @ facebook.com/johnraycompassps 

Online learning links 

 
Accelerated Reader 
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Links for permission for children in Y5 and Y6 to bring in a mobile phone: Request to bring in a mobile 

phone 

Links for permission for children in Y5 and Y6 to walk home alone: Permission to walk home alone 

For uniform orders visit:  Absolute Embroidery. or visit the shop at 286 Broad Road, Braintree, Essex, 

CM7 5NW 

For information on Food Bank vouchers email: mkeegan @compassps.uk   

For second hand uniform requests email: rcottee@compassps.uk   

Breakfast club queries email:  hwiltshire@compassps.uk  

School dinner menus are on our website:  

 Autumn/Winter Menus: 
 09.03.26  Week 1 ,   23.02.26 Week 2,   09.02.26, 02.03.26  Week 3  
New Spring/Summer Menus: 
Weõre excited to launch our new Spring/Summer menus after the Easter holidays! 
You can view the updated menus below and theyõre also available on our school website. 

13.04.26 Week 1,  20.04.26 Week 2,  27.04.26 Week 3 
A Message from our catering provider, Chartwells: 
To view the Chartwells Parent Information Leaflet, please click here. 

The cost for a school meal is now Ã2.50 and is payable on your MCAS App. If you think that your child 

may be entitled to free school meals, please contact Mrs Wiltshire in the school office.  
Zones of Regulation   

  

School Attendance Difficulties   

 

Supporting Anxiety   

  

My Happy Mind Parent App 

To access these materials just go to https://myhappymind.org/parent-resources We will send out a 

separate letter with the access code to enable you to access these at home. 

Our Assemblies 

This week is Childrenõs mental health week and in assembly last week we explored  the theme for this 

year:   ôThis is My Placeõ.  The theme  is based around belonging and what that means to us in school 

and at home.  We discussed  how we can feel a sense of belonging and help others feel like they 

belongΦ  Children's Mental Health Week takes place every February. It was started in 2015 to give a 
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voice to all children and young people and to raise awareness of children and young people's 

mental health.  More information can be found on the childrenõs mental health week website.  
 

In another of our assemblies, we discussed the question: does seeing yourself in a story or toy help 

you feel like you belong?  The assembly was based around recent news that toy company Mattel 

has released a new Barbie doll designed to represent people who have autism.  The doll has 

features such as a fidget spinner and noise-cancelling headphones. This linked in with the British 

value of individual liberty and a reminder that it is differences that make us special. 

 

Parent Governor Vacancies 

Each Compass school has a local school committee composed of a group of volunteers drawn from 

the community, each bringing a range of skills, expertise and professional experience. John Ray 

Infants and John Ray Juniors have a joint committee and we currently have vacancies for parent 

governors.  Our Governors provide essential links between the school, parents/carers and the local 

community and work with staff and parents in an atmosphere of co-operation to provide the best 

possible framework for educating our children. Formal meetings are held once a term and training is 

provided.  In addition,  governors undertake termly monitoring alongside school leaders 

If you would like further information about becoming a governor,  please contact the school office.   

 

Vacancy ð Midday Assistant 

We are looking for a Midday Assistant to join our team and support our children at lunchtime. If you 

would like further information and to apply for this role, please click here.    

 

Reminder: Friday 13th February  

On Friday 13th February, the catering team will be making pancakes for dessert.  
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PTA ð Wish upon a bar 

 

The Friends of John Ray Infant and Junior School have organised a wish upon a bar book day treat.  
Children will be coming home this evening with a copy of the flyer below. Please ensure that you 

complete the form correctly and the correct monies are placed in a named envelope. Children 

may hand their envelope to the school office no later than Friday 27th February. 

 
 

Safer Internet Day ð Tuesday 10th February 

Safer Internet Day (SID) is an annual global event aimed at promoting safe and responsible use of 

the internet, particularly among children and young people. In 2026, the event will take place on 

February 10th and will emphasize the importance of understanding and navigating the implications 

of artificial intelligence (AI) in our daily online interactions.  We will be discussing this in our assembly 

and in class councils.   

Smart tech, safe choices ð Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI 

We encourage you to join us in celebrating by continuing the conversation about AI technology at 

home and will be sending out a separate letter outlining some ideas for you to try at home.   

Keeping children safe online | NSPCC 

Homepage - UK Safer Internet Centre 

 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/


   

 

   

 

Year 6 SATs question of the week 

Here is a question worth 1 mark from the Reasoning paper. 

 

 
 

Is my child too ill for school? 

The NHS has produced useful information to support parents when deciding if their child is too ill to 

attend school.  Information can be found on the NHS website.    

NHS- Is my child too ill for school?   

 

SEN Local Offer 

Our SEN Local Offer is amended and published at the end of each academic year. It has the 

information on provision and processes across the school and the SENCo contact details: John Ray 

Junior School - SEND Local Offer (compassps.uk). 

 

SEND Weekend Roadshow- Sunday 22nd March  

SEND Local offer Roadshow Wednesday 11th March 

 
 

SEND Local Offer Newsletter 

 

There are lots of activities and events for children with SEND on the Essex Local Offer and from the 

Local Offer website ð sign up here to read more: Stay up to date with the Essex Local Offer 

newsletter | Essex Local Offer.  

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.johnray.compassps.uk/page/?title=SEND+Local+Offer&pid=28
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https://send.essex.gov.uk/contacts/stay-date-essex-local-offer-newsletter


   

 

   

 

This includes our New POP Essex website and location: POP Essex Å SEN Stay & Play And Respite In 

Braintree, Essex (pop-essex.org).  

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS  

Donõt forget we would love to hear about any children who have been awarded badges or 

certificates for activities they do outside of school.   Please email class teachers with your childõs 

achievements . 

Dancing: Edith (3W) young achieved highly commended in her dance group for gym and freestyle.  

     Skiing: Jacob (3B) 

Well done to all the children who took part in the concert lead by Marc, our music teacher.   The 

children and the audience had a great time and the performances were amazing.  
     

     
 

   
Marc offers music lessons in a variety of instruments and singing both at John Ray Juniors and 

privately.  For further information please contact the school office or Marc directly on the Braintree 

Music Lessons website. 

Stars of the Week   

Each week, class teachers will choose a member of their class to be star of the week.   Children who 

are chosen will have their name added in this section of the newsletter.    

3B: Ivy 4B: Emily 5B: Amelia 6G: Max 

3C: Dan 4CB: Seth 5C:Finley 6L: Mia 

3P: Amber 4J: Victoria 5E: Reuben 6O: Zac 

3W: Sonny 4T: Ivanna 5W: Matas 6R: Scarlett, Oscar 

Children need to come into school on PE days in their PE kit.   Children will need an outdoor PE kit i.e., 

black tracksuit bottoms (or shorts in warmer weather), white T -shirt and a black fleece / tracksuit top.     

We are noticing more children coming to school on PE days in wear that is not PE uniform.  Please 

ensure that children have a plain white T-shirt and black shorts or tracksuit bottoms.  We may ask 

children to change into any spare PE that we have in school if they do not come to school dressed 

appropriately.   

PE days for each class are:  

Monday: 4B, 4CB, 3W, 6G  
Tuesday: Y5, 3P, 3B, 3C  
Wednesday: Y4, 6R, 6O, 6L 
 Thursday: Y3, 5B, 5E, 5C  
Friday: Y6, 4J, 4T, 5W 

 

https://pop-essex.org/
https://pop-essex.org/
https://braintreemusiclessons.co.uk/
https://braintreemusiclessons.co.uk/

